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ITEM # __14 a - d__ 
DATE    05-23-17   

 
 

COUNCIL ACTION FORM 
 
SUBJECT: REQUESTS FROM IOWA STATE RUNNING CLUB FOR MILE ON MAIN 

STREET 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Iowa State Running Club plans to hold its second “Mile on Main Street” run on 
Saturday, September 16. The race will begin at 9:00 a.m. Race organizers have 
coordinated this event with the Downtown Farmer’s Market organizers. Approximately 130 
runners are anticipated to participate in the run. 
 
To facilitate this event, the organizers have made the following requests for Saturday, 
September 16th: 
 

 Closure of Burnett Avenue from Main Street to 11th Street; Clark Avenue from 8th 
Street to 11th Street; and 8th Street, 9th Street, 10th Street, and 11th Street from Clark 
Avenue from Burnett Avenue, from 8:45 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 

 Approval of a blanket Temporary Obstruction Permit for the closed area 

 Closure of 21 metered parking spaces on Burnett Avenue ($5.25 loss to the Parking 
Fund) 

 Use of Tom Evans Plaza from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. for packet pick-up and 
medical tent 

 
Because of the short duration of the event and the small number of runners involved, 
organizers have not requested that parking be suspended along the race route. Therefore, 
vehicles may be parked in the race area during the event. CyRide will detour buses 
affected by the race. Streets will re-open as runners clear the race route. 
 
The remainder of the race area has been approved for closure that day for the Farmer’s 
Market, and the race’s start and finish area will be coordinated with the Farmer’s Market. 
Due to the small anticipated loss of parking revenue, it is City staff’s request that the City 
Council waive the requirement that this revenue be reimbursed. 
 
Race organizers will go door-to-door in the affected areas with race information 3-4 weeks 
in advance of the race and then will follow-up again with affected residents the week 
before the event. The organizers have received a letter of support from the Main Street 
Cultural District. 
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ALTERNATIVES:  
 

1. Approve the requests for the closure of streets and parking spaces, use of Tom 
Evans Plaza, issue a blanket Temporary Obstruction Permit as indicated above, 
and waive the requirement for reimbursement for lost parking meter revenue. 
 

2. Approve the requests for the closure of streets and parking spaces, use of Tom 
Evans Plaza, issue a blanket Temporary Obstruction Permit as indicated above, but 
require reimbursement for lost parking meter revenue. 
 

3. Do not approve the requests. 
 
MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
This event was successfully held last year. Because it involves a smaller group of runners, 
and vehicles do not need to be moved out of the race area, there will be less disruption to 
residents in this area compared to a larger race.  
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt 
Alternative No. 1, thereby approving the requests for the closure of streets and parking 
spaces, use of Tom Evans Plaza, issuing a blanket Temporary Obstruction Permit as 
indicated above, and waiving the requirement for reimbursement for lost parking meter 
revenue. 
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