
1 

 

ITEM # 27a-c 

DATE: 04/25/17 

 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 
 
SUBJECT:   REQUESTS FOR HOPE RUN 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Mary Greeley Medical Center (MGMC) is sponsoring the 17th Annual Hope Run for 
Hospice on Saturday, June 17, 2017, beginning at 8:00 a.m. The event includes a 5k 
timed race and 3k fun run/walk, in addition to a Hope Run Jr. event. Approximately 900 
participants are anticipated to attend. 
 
Construction on the Middle School Track and adjacent shared-use path this summer 
requires this event to be moved to an alternate route from the one previously used. In 
order to facilitate the movement of participants, temporary street closures are required 
on the following streets from 7:30 a.m. to approximately 9:00 a.m. on the following 
streets: 
 

 Mortensen Road between Dotson Drive and State Avenue 

 State Avenue between Lettie Street and Mortensen Road 
 
Runners will use the shared-use path on the north side of Mortensen between State 
Avenue and Hayward Avenue. Additionally, runners will use coned-off portions of the 
following streets, which will remain open to traffic during the event: 
 

 Hayward Avenue from Mortensen Road to Knapp Street 

 Knapp Street from Hayward Avenue to Sheldon Avenue 

 Sheldon Avenue from Knapp Street to Arbor Street 

 Arbor Street 
 
The streets will reopen as runners pass through each area. The route is configured to 
allow traffic through the south and east legs of the State/Mortensen intersection, which 
will reduce the length of detouring required compared to a full intersection closure. 
 
Public Works Traffic Division will provide barricades and traffic cones to facilitate the 
road closures, and volunteers recruited by Mary Greeley will staff them. Public Works 
staff will place electronic message board signs along the major routes in the weeks prior 
to the race, and on race day. Additionally, event organizers will place signs containing 
route information and the race date and time along the route. Event organizers have 
also been provided the contact information for the College Creek/Old Ames Middle 
School Neighborhood and South Campus Area Neighborhood Association to notify 
them of the proposed routes. 
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A waiver of the Road Race fee of $25 has also been requested by the event organizers. 
Mary Greeley Medical Center operates as a non-profit entity. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 

1. Approve the various road closures and waiver of Road Race fee, as requested 
by Mary Greeley Medical Center. 

 
2. Deny the requests from Mary Greeley Medical Center and direct staff to work 

with organizers to find an alternate location for the event. 
  
MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Mary Greeley Medical Center’s Hope Run for Hospice is a well-organized fundraising 
event for the Ames community. The race route will substantially reduce the number of 
residents affected by the race compared to previous years. City Council approval is 
necessary for this event to occur as planned. 
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt 
Alternative No. 1, thereby approving the various road closures and waiver of Road Race 
fee, as requested by Mary Greeley Medical Center. 
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