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ITEM # 16 

DATE: 05-24-16 

 
 

COUNCIL ACTION FORM 
 
SUBJECT: REQUESTS FOR MIDNIGHT MADNESS 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The annual Midnight Madness races will be held in the downtown area on Saturday, 
July 9th. The event includes 5k, 10k, and kid runs, followed by a beer garden and 
activities near City Hall. City staff is anticipating that the Sixth Street Bridge project will 
not be complete to a standard that is acceptable for a running surface. Therefore, 
organizers have proposed an alternative route to the traditional Midnight Madness 
course. Organizers are requesting the following street and parking lot closures on 
Saturday, July 9 and Sunday, July 10, 2016 (parking closures are on streets indicated 
by an asterisk): 
 

1. On July 9 from 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. for the Midnight Madness races: 

 Fifth Street, from Pearle Avenue to Douglas Avenue 

 Douglas Avenue, from Fifth Street to Sixth Street 

 Sixth Street, from Douglas Avenue to Clark Avenue 

 Clark Avenue, from Sixth Street to Main Street 

 Main Street, from Burnett Avenue to Northwestern Avenue 

 Northwestern Avenue, from Main Street to Ninth Street 

 Ninth Street, from Northwestern to Brookridge Avenue 

 Ridgewood Avenue, from Brookridge Avenue to Sixth Street,  

 Sixth Street, from Northwestern Avenue to the entrance of Brookside Park 
 

The following streets will be within the closed area, but are not part of the race route: 
 

 Burnett Avenue, from Fifth Street to Sixth Street 

 Kellogg Avenue, from Fifth Street to Sixth Street 

 Park Way 

 Lee Street 

 Pearle Avenue 
 

2. From 6:00 p.m. on July 9 to 1:00 a.m. on July 10 for post-race activities: 

 Clark Avenue from Sixth Street to Fifth Street 

 East City Hall Parking Lot (Lot N) 
 
Parking spaces will need to be closed from 6:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. on July 9. 
Because the activities occur after 6:00 p.m., no loss of Parking Fund revenue will occur.  
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Midnight Madness is also requesting: 
 

 A 5-day Class B Beer Permit and an Outdoor Service Area for Parking Lot N. 
Alcohol will be served in a fenced-in area from 8:00 p.m. to midnight, starting on 
July 9 

 Permission to tap up to 7 kegs at one time with a maximum of 20 kegs used for 
the event 

 A waiver of fees for electricity used in Lot N and in the Main Street Cultural 
District and waiver of cost for an electrical distribution box rental (approximately 
$35 loss to the Electric Fund) 

 A blanket Vending License 

 Waiver of the fee for the Vending License ($50 loss to the City Clerk’s Office)  
 
Public Works Traffic Division will provide barricades and traffic cones to facilitate this 
event. This proposed route involves the crossing of the Union Pacific Railroad 
north-south single-track rail line at Ninth Street. Midnight Madness organizers 
have contacted UPRR and have obtained permission to have the race route cross 
this intersection. Organizers will confer with UPRR in the days prior to race day to 
ensure the race schedule will not conflict with train traffic, and adjustments will 
be made to avoid train traffic if necessary. 
 
Midnight Madness organizers have also obtained a Noise Permit for this event. Event 
organizers will clean up the event on Sunday morning, with cleanup being completed by 
1:00 p.m. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 

1. Approve the requests for Midnight Madness on July 9-10, 2016, as outlined 
above. 

 
2. Approve the requests as indicated above, but require reimbursement for the cost 

of electricity and the vending license. 
 

3. Deny the requests for Midnight Madness and direct staff to work with organizers 
to find an alternate location for the event. 

 
MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Midnight Madness has been held since 1979 and is a popular event that draws many 
competitors and spectators from a wide area to the Main Street Cultural District. There 
have been no significant problems in the past with the arrangements requested above. 
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt 
Alternative #1, thereby approving the Midnight Madness requests as outlined above on 
July 9-10, 2016. 



License Application (
Applicant

Name of Applicant: Roman Lynch

Name of Business (DBA): Midnight Madness Road Races

Address of Premises: 3720 Jewel Dr

City
:

Ames Zip: 50010

State
:

IA

County: Story

Business 
Phone:

(515) 232-6131

Mailing 
Address:

3720 Jewel Dr

City
:

Ames Zip: 50010

)

Contact Person

Name
:

Roman Lynch

Phone: (515) 231-9995 Email 
Address:

romanlynch@mchsi.com

Status of Business

BusinessType: Privately Held Corporation

Corporate ID Number: 218543 Federal Employer ID 
#:

42-1476108

Insurance Company Information

Policy Effective Date: Policy Expiration 
Date:
Dram Cancel Date:

Outdoor Service Effective 
Date:

Outdoor Service Expiration 
Date:

Temp Transfer Effective 
Date:

Temp Transfer Expiration Date:

Bond Effective 
Continuously:

Insurance Company:

Effective Date: 07/09/2016  

Expiration Date: 01/01/1900  

Classification
:

Class B Beer (BB) (Includes Wine Coolers)

Term:5 days

Privileges:

Ownership

Class B Beer (BB) (Includes Wine Coolers)

Roman Lynch

First Name: Roman Last Name: Lynch

City: Ames State: Iowa Zip: 50010

Position: 515-231-9995

% of Ownership: 100.00% U.S. Citizen: Yes
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