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ITEM # 28a-d 

DATE: 08-11-15 

COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

SUBJECT: REQUESTS FOR “FRIDAY AFTERNOON CELEBRATION” 

BACKGROUND: 

The Campustown Action Association (CAA) has proposed hosting its fourth annual 
Friday Afternoon Celebration (FAC) in Campustown on Friday, September 4, 2015. 
Organizers propose hosting a beer garden and live band in Welch Lot T (South of Pizza 
Pit) from 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.  The purpose of the event is to bring ISU alumni who 
are in Ames for the first home football game into the Campustown business district.  

To facilitate this event, organizers are requesting the closure of Welch Lot T from 7:00 
a.m. to 11:00 p.m. on September 4, including a waiver of parking meter fees and 
enforcement ($45 loss to the Parking Fund). CAA is also requesting a blanket Vending 
License and waiver of fee for the license ($50), and a blanket Temporary Obstruction 
Permit for the area.  

A Class B Beer Permit with Outdoor Service has been applied for in order to provide 
alcoholic beverage service at the beer garden. 

Public Works will provide appropriate barricades for the event. Organizers will obtain a 
noise permit through the Police Department. A private security firm has been hired to 
assist with the event. The Police Department recommends that approval of this event be 
contingent on the hiring of one Police Officer from 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. to assist with 
monitoring the beer garden.  

The Ames Chamber of Commerce is providing liability insurance coverage for this 
event, as the CAA is an affiliate organization of the Chamber. 

City staff should note that the timing of this event has changed over the past four 
years. Originally, this event took place from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. The following year it 
was held from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Last year it was approved from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m., but City staff was recently told that it actually concluded at 9:30 p.m. Although
this event has been previously held without incident, City staff has concerns 
about continuing to slide this event later into the evening. This event involves an 
anticipated 400 people in an environment with alcohol the night before a home football 
weekend. In City staff’s experience, events involving alcohol that take place at night 
present an inherently greater risk for impairment, injury, and property damage 
compared to events taking place during daylight hours. Although other events involving 
alcohol have taken place on City property at similar times, they are either during late fall 
when the weather is cooler or summer when fewer residents are in town, and not 
regularly connected to an event with a large influx of people, such as a home football 
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weekend. Therefore, City staff does not support extending this event later than 
9:30 p.m. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 

1. Approve the requests as made by CAA, including the waiver of fees, contingent 
upon the hiring of one police officer and concluding the event no later than 
9:30 p.m. 

 
2. Approve the requests as made by CAA, including the waiver of fees, contingent 

upon the hiring of one police officer. Allow the event to continue until 10:00 
p.m., as requested. 
 

3. Deny the requests. 
  
 
MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Prior FACs have proven to be very successful and, therefore, the staff again supports 
this event. However, staff does have a concern with moving this event any later than 
9:30 p.m. due to the challenges in managing a nighttime event compared to a daytime 
event during a football weekend.  
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt 
Alternative No. 1, thereby approving the requests as made by CAA, including the waiver 
of fees, contingent upon the hiring of one police officer and concluding the event no 
later than 9:30 p.m. 
 
City staff and CAA will continue to closely monitor the success of the event, and note 
any corrective actions which may be needed in future years.  



 

 

July 31, 2015 
Mayor and City Council 
Ames City Hall 
515 Clark Ave 
Ames, IA 50010 
 
Dear Honorable Mayor Campbell and City Council, 
 
The Campustown Action Association is planning to hold our fourth annual Friday 
Afternoon in Campustown event to coincide with the start of the 2015 ISU football 
season on Friday, September 4th from 5 pm to 10 pm.  The purpose of this event is to 
bring Iowa State fans and alumni to Campustown and bring in a more diverse mix of 
customers to our business district.  At this time, CAA requests the Council to consider 
these specific requests: 
  
1. CAA requests the closure of Welch Lot T on September 4th between 7am and 
11pm to host the Friday Afternoon in Campustown celebration. 
2. CAA requests a Blanket Temporary Obstruction Permit for the same space 
(Welch Lot T) to enclose part of the sidewalks and the parking lot with double fencing to 
host the beer garden and event space.   
3. CAA requests a Blanket Vending License for various food and retail vendors 
within the beer garden, and further request that the fee for the license be waived. 
4. CAA requests the use of all metered parking spaces within the confines of the 
beer garden in Welch Lot T to place the music stage, beer tent, tables, and guests.  CAA 
further requests that the parking lot fees be waived. 
 
We have applied for a noise permit for the event. 
 
Matthew Goodman has agreed to apply for a Class B Beer Permit with Outdoor Service 
to provide alcoholic beverage service for the event.  The CAA is supportive of the 
application and asks that the City Council also approve the application. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of these requests and continued support of the 
Campustown Action Association.  Please save the September 4th date and join us in 
Campustown for the FAC celebration. 
Sincerely, 
Liz Jeffrey  CAA Promotions Chair 
Anne Taylor  CAA Past President 
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