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ITEM # 43 

DATE: 07-14-15 

 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 
SUBJECT: REQUESTS FROM HEALTHIEST AMES FOR FALL HEALTHY 

STREETS EVENT 
 
BACKGROUND:   
 
Healthiest Ames plans to host a second Healthy Streets event on Sunday, September 
20. In May, the Healthiest Ames organization hosted the first Healthy Streets event. 
This event is intended to promote healthy living, support local businesses, and 
encourage sustainable transport. To achieve this, activities such as wellness education, 
healthy food samples, and play activities will occur in the downtown area. Organizers 
expect up to 1,000 participants in the event, and plan to have 50 volunteers on hand to 
manage the activities. 
 
The event will take place from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. To facilitate this event, organizers 
have made the following requests:  
 

 Closure of the following streets from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Sunday, September 
20: Main Street and Fifth Street from Burnett Avenue to Douglas Avenue, and 
Douglas Avenue, Kellogg Avenue, and Burnett Avenue  from Main Street to Fifth 
Street 
 

 Closure of 171 metered parking spaces on the streets listed above 
 

 A blanket Temporary Obstruction Permit 
 

 Use of electricity from City-owned electrical outlets along Main Street and waiver 
of electrical costs (approximately $5 loss to the Electric Fund) 

 
Although there will be vendors providing samples at the event, no money will change 
hands. Therefore, a Vending Permit is not required. Additionally, because the event 
takes place on a Sunday, no parking meter revenues will be affected. Event organizers 
have met with Main Street Cultural District (MSCD) staff regarding this event and MSCD 
has indicated its support. CyRide will divert its route to avoid the closed area. 
 
Because this event is being coordinated by the City-sponsored Healthiest Ames 
organization, the Parks and Recreation Department is assisting with the coordination of 
activities. In the opinion of the City’s Risk Manager, this event can be considered 
an official City event, and is therefore covered under the City’s liability insurance. 
This arrangement is similar to that of the Ames 150 Committee, which was City-affiliated 
and covered under the City’ liability insurance. The Risk Manager has indicated that the 
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activities taking place at this event present no noteworthy exposures to the City’s 
liability. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 
1. Approve the Healthy Streets Event requests for September 20, including the street 

and parking closures, blanket Temporary Obstruction Permit, use of electricity, and 
waiver of fees. 

 
2. Approve the requests, but require $5 reimbursement for the use of City electrical 

outlets. 
 
3. Do not approve the requests. 
 
MANAGER'S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
The proposed event is being conducted by a City-sponsored organization to promote 
healthy activities, nutrition, and lifestyles. It is a community event open to the public and 
will help draw residents to the downtown area. This event has received approval from 
the Main Street Cultural District. 
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt 
Alternative No. 1, thereby approving the Healthy Streets Event requests for September 
20, including the street and parking closures, blanket Temporary Obstruction Permit, 
use of electricity and waiver of fees. 
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