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 ITEM #    53   
           DATE:  04-28-15 

 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 
SUBJECT: DOWNTOWN FAÇADE GRANT FOR 413 KELLOGG AVENUE 
 
BACKGROUND:   
 
On June 10, 2014 the City Council approved three Downtown Façade Grants totaling 
$48,000. The grants were to use remaining FY13-14 funds and a portion of the FY14-15 
funds.   
 
One of the applicants awarded a grant, the owner of the Triplett Building at 323 5th 
Street, has subsequently decided not to implement the project on Burnett Avenue. That 
grant has been cancelled and funding returned to the FY14-15 balance. Approximately 
$29,423 in unencumbered funds remain for FY14-15, and an additional $50,000 
dollars is available for façade grants in FY15-16.  
 
Bill Woodward, property owner of 413 Kellogg Avenue, is requesting a Downtown 
Façade Grant of $7,000 to improve the north, or Kellogg Avenue, façade of that 
building. The request is being made now because of timing issues unique to this project. 
The building is undergoing a $412,000 renovation, primarily on the interior, to become 
the office of Haila Architecture Structure Planning.  
 
Earlier this year the Main Street Cultural District received a $77,000 Challenge Grant 
from the State of Iowa to support this building renovation. Local community support is 
one of the factors that the state considers in awarding the grant. To address that factor, 
the applicant stated his intention to apply for a Downtown Façade Improvement Grant. 
Because the Challenge Grant application schedule is different from the Downtown 
Façade Improvement Grant application schedule, the applicant did not represent that 
the City had committed to the grant. The work on the building has progressed to the 
point that the owner needs to know if the Downtown Façade Improvement Grant will be 
approved as part of this fiscal year. 
 
The proposed improvement is to remove an exterior door and a canopy and window 
above it and install a fixed glass window matching all of the other windows on this 
façade. This will restore the pattern of window openings of the original 1941 building 
design, although the original design included glass block. The total cost of this portion of 
the project is estimated to be $14,000. (See the attached narrative for a more complete 
discussion of the building history and the project.)  
 
The City typically makes a summer award of façade grant funds and may consider a 
second round of awards in the spring, if warranted. The solicitation process for façade 
projects begins in the spring as staff calls for projects to bring to City Council in the 
summer.  
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Staff is currently inviting applications for façade grants for Fiscal Year 2015-16, with a 
mailing that was sent on April 16th to the owners of all eligible buildings as well as 
businesses that lease their space. This grant opportunity will continue to be publicized 
through the media and the websites of the City and Main Street Cultural District. 
Interested owners are asked to contact City staff for assistance in preparing their 
application and design. Applications are due by May 13th. Staff anticipates bringing 
applications for FY15-16 to the City Council to award grants on June 9, 2015. Because 
the project at 413 Kellogg Ave. is to be completed by the end of June, Bill 
Woodward and John Haila are asking the City Council to approve this $7,000 
grant now as a second round of funding from FY14-15. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
 
1. The City Council can approve the Downtown Façade Improvement Grant for 413 

Kellogg Avenue totaling $7,000 from the remaining balance in the 2014-15 
Downtown Façade Grant fund. 
 

2. The City Council can defer action on the request for a Downtown Façade 
Improvement Grant for 413 Kellogg Avenue until consideration of the applications for 
grants from remaining balance in the 2014-15 Downtown Façade Grant fund 
combined with the funds budgeted for Fiscal Year 2015-16. 

 
3. The City Council can refer this request to staff or the applicants for additional 

information. 
 
MANAGER'S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 

For the past few years, the City Council has considered all Downtown Façade Grant 
requests at one time. It is unusual to consider one grant apart from that sequence. The 
applicant has delayed making this request since the Challenge Grant was awarded in 
December with the expectation that the Council would be considering all of the 
applications before it was necessary to carry out the façade work on 413 Kellogg 
Avenue. That has not been possible as work has progressed on the project. 
 
The Challenge Grant for this project is the second one that the Ames Main Street 
Cultural District has been awarded. The first was for the renovation of the Duckworth 
Wearing building. City support is important to the state in awarding these grants. 
Providing city support for this Challenge Grant project from the Downtown Façade 
Improvement Grant program would leave an estimated $65,000 for grants to be 
awarded in June.  
 
Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council approve 
Alternative #1, thereby approving the Downtown Façade Improvement Grant for 413 
Kellogg Avenue totaling $7,000 from the remaining balance in the 2014-15 Downtown 
Façade Grant fund.  
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Attachment A 
Project Design 
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Attachment B 
Project Information 

 

 


