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COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 
SUBJECT:   ELECTRIC SERVICES INVENTORY CABLE PURCHASE 
 
BACKGROUND:   
 
This bid is for the purchase of 6,000 feet of 15kV 500 KCMIL compact copper cable to 
meet the annual construction needs of the Electric Services Department. The cable is 
standard Electric Services Department inventory items. These inventory items are 
purchased from an Electric Department inventory asset account and are charged to the 
appropriate operations expense or project accounts as the materials are taken out of 
inventory and put into the various work orders.    
 
Bids for these materials were received on October 21, 2014, as shown on the attached 
report.  All bids for cable are subject to reel length variances, usually 5% - 10%, to allow 
for factory over/under runs during production. Five firm-price bids were received as 
shown on the attached spreadsheet. The lowest bid received did not meet the 
approved manufacturer (Kerite and Okonite only) as stated in the City’s 
specifications. Therefore, this bid was determined to not meet the City’s needs.  
The next lowest bid from WESCO Distribution does meet the City’s specifications. 
 
ALTERNATIVES:  
 
1. Award a contract for the purchase of 6,000 feet of 15 kV 500 KCMIL compact copper 

cable to the lowest responsive bidder, WESCO Distribution, of Des Moines, Iowa, 
subject to reel length variances, at an estimated total cost of $58,680 plus applicable 
sales taxes.  

 
2.  Reject all bids and delay Electric Services work orders.  
 
MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 

 This purchase will provide for the annual construction needs of the Electric Services 
Department for 6,000 feet of 15kV 500 KCMIL compact copper cable.   

 
 Therefore, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that the City Council adopt 

Alternative No. 1 as described above.    



 
 
 

 


