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 ITEM # ______21______ 
 DATE      08-23-11_____  

 
COUNCIL ACTION FORM 

 
SUBJECT : ADAMS STREET PAVING 
 
BACKGROUND :  
 
City Council referred to staff a petition from Staci Harper of 1419 Edgewater Court 
pertaining to paving the graveled portion of Adams Street.  This petition is specific to a 
small section between Calhoun Avenue and Dawes Drive.  The letter that was 
submitted with the petition states that during the winter the area develops large potholes 
and ruts and gets very muddy and difficult to drive.  She requested that the paving of 
this intersection be included in the next annual Capital Improvement Plan.  She states 
that she feels the paving would be beneficial for the City, and increase safety and 
aesthetics of their neighborhood streets.  The attached petition was signed by 74 
persons/couples, three of which owns property along the unpaved section of roadway.  
Ms. Harper is requesting that the City totally fund  this project due to the increase 
traffic in this neighborhood traveling to and from Ada Hayden Park.  
 
It should be noted that on July 14, 1998, City Council considered a petition for paving 
Adams Street from Calhoun Avenue to the west line of Windsor Oaks Subdivision (827 
feet west of Calhoun Avenue).  This paving was completed through an assessment 
project in 1999, with final acceptance of the project on March 28, 2000. 
 
An estimated cost has been prepared for the paving of Adams Street between Calhoun 
Avenue and Dawes Drive.  Engineering, construction, and construction administration 
are estimated in an amount of $160,500. (See Attachment I) 
 
Four parcels currently exist adjacent to the unpaved portion of Adams Street.  Following 
the city’s typical assessment process, three of the four parcels likely would have a 
deficiency.  This means that the amount that would be assessed to these properties 
exceeds the allowable 25 percent of the value of the property.   
 

 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

    Paving Cost 2011 25% of  Potential 
Parcel Average Percent Paving Percent Property Property  Assessment for 

Number Frontage Frontage Cost Assessment Assessment Assessment Deficiency  Paving Costs 

1 87.2 15.04% $24,135 10.71% $225,400 $56,350 $0 $24,135 

2 158 27.25% $43,730 43.43% $100,700 $25,175 -$18,555 $25,175 

3 167 28.80% $46,221 79.42% $58,200 $14,550 -$31,671 $14,550 

4 167.7 28.92% $46,415 32.50% $142,800 $35,700 -$10,715 $35,700 

CITY OF AMES               $60,940 

  579.90 100.00% $160,500       -$60,940 $160,500 
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ALTERNATIVES :  
 
1. Direct staff to include the paving of Adams Street (Calhoun Avenue to Dawes 

Drive) in the Capital Improvements Plan in a specified year, with funding by the 
City of Ames.   

 
Under this option the paving would be financed thro ugh the issuance of 
G.O. Bonds paid back with property receipts from al l taxpayers. 
 

2. Direct staff to include the paving of Adams Street (Calhoun Avenue to Dawes 
Drive) in the Capital Improvements Plan in a specified year, with funding 
accomplished through a standard assessment procedure. 

 
Under this option, the four adjacent property owner s would not be 
assessed more than 25% of the property value.  The City taxpayers would 
have to fund approximately $60,940 to cover the def iciencies.  
 

3. Direct staff to include the paving of Adams Street (Calhoun Avenue to Dawes 
Drive) in the Capital Improvements Plan in a specified year, with funding 
accomplished through a special assessment procedure. 

 
Under this option, the four adjacent property owner s would be asked to 
sign a special assessment agreement waiving the rig ht to protest the 
assessment and acknowledging their obligation to co ver all  of the costs to 
accomplish the paving project, including the defici encies.  Unless all 
adjacent property owners agreed, this option would not be possible. 
 

4. Reject the request to include the paving of Adams Street (Calhoun Avenue to 
Dawes Drive) in the Capital Improvements Plan. 

 
MANAGER’S RECOMMENDED ACTION : 
 

Historically, a home owner pays for the paving of the streets within a subdivision 
through the purchase price of the lot.  Thereafter, the City assumes responsibility 
for the maintenance and replacement of the street.  In this case, the adjacent 
property owners have not yet contributed to the construction of the initial street 
section.   
 
In keeping with this tradition, it is the recommendation of the City Manager that 
the City Council adopt Alternative No. 3, thereby directing staff to include the 
paving of Adams Street (Calhoun Avenue to Dawes Drive) in the Capital 
Improvements Plan in a specified year, with funding accomplished through a 
special assessment process whereby the four adjacent property owners would 
be asked to sign a special assessment agreement waiving the right to protest the 
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assessment and acknowledging their obligation to cover all of the costs to 
accomplish the paving project, including the deficiencies.  
 
It is important to point out that in addition to sh aring the direct cost of the 
paving project shown above, the property owners wil l be responsible under 
this option for additional costs associated with th e bond issuance costs, 
interest costs, etc. should an assessment alternati ve be pursued.  
 

. 
 

 



ENGINEER'S ESTIMATE
ADAMS STREET PAVING
PUBLIC WORKS DEPT.- ENGINEERING DIV.  
CITY OF AMES, IA  
07/13/2010

    Est Unit
Item Description Quant Unit Price Amount

Division 1 - General
1.1 Traffic Control 1 ls 5000.00 5,000.00
1.2 Mobilization 1 ls 10000.00 10,000.00

Division 2 - Earthwork
2.1 Excavation 406.8 cy 15.00 6,102.00
2.2 Granular Subbase, 6" Depth 174.4 cy 50.00 8,720.00
2.3 Subgrade Preparation, 6" Depth 1046.2 sy 2.50 2,615.50
2.4 Driveway Removal 89.4 sy 10.00 894.00
2.5 Sidewalk Removal 4.3 sy 10.00 43.00
2.6 Manhole Adjustment, Minor 1 ea 2000.00 2,000.00

Division 3 - Trench, Backfill and Tunnelling
(Not Used)

Division 4 - Sewers and Drains
4.1 Storm Sewer Pipe, 15" dia 52 lf 60.00 3,120.00
4.2 RCP FES, 15" dia. 1 ea 250.00 250.00
4.3 Perforated Subdrain, 6" dia 418 lf 20.00 8,360.00

Division 5 - Water Mains and Appurtenances
(Not Used)

Division 6 - Structures for Sanitary and Storm Sewer
6.1 SW-501 Intake 2 ea 2650.00 5,300.00

Division 7 - Streets and Related Work
7.1 HMA Base, 3/4" Mix, 6" Depth 291.4 ton 80.00 23,312.00
7.2 HMA Surface, 1/2" Mix, 2" Depth 97.1 ton 85.00 8,253.50
7.3 Curb & Gutter 425 lf 40.00 17,000.00
7.4 PCC Drive, 6" Depth 52.9 sy 60.00 3,174.00
7.5 PCC Sidewalk, 4" Depth 221.1 sy 50.00 11,055.00
7.6 PCC Sidewalk, 6" Depth 6.7 sy 60.00 402.00
7.7 Detectable Warning Devices 8 sf 35.00 280.00

Division 8 - Traffic Signals
(Not Used)

Division 9 - Sitework and Landscaping
9.1 Sod 70 sq 150 10,500.00

-------------------------
SUBTOTAL ESTIMATED COST 126,381.00

ENGINEERING (15%) 18,957.15

CONTINGENCY (12%) 15,165.72
-------------------------

TOTAL ESTIMATED COST 160,503.87
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Geographic Information System (GIS) Product Disclaimer: City of Ames GIS map data does not replace or modify land surveys, deeds, and/or other legal instruments defining land ownership and land use nor does it replace field surveys of utilities or other features contained in the data.  All features represented
in this product should be field verified.  This Product is provided “as is” without warranty or any representation of accuracy,  timeliness or completeness. The burden for determining accuracy, completeness, timeliness, merchantability and fitness for or the appropriateness for use rests solely on the User.
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