
ITEM #: 23
DATE: @;@QQ

COUNCIL ACTION FORM

SUBJECT: RECOMMENDATION OF NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY FOR
ROOSEVELT SCHOOL

BAGKGROUND:

This is a request from the Siate Historical Society of lowa that the City of Ames review and
comment on the proposed nomination of Roosevelt School, located at 921 I' Street, to the
National Register of Historic Places (see attached nomination). The Ames Community
School District is the property owner. Jennifer Price and Leah D. Rogers, consultants with
Tallgrass Historians L.C., have prepared the nomination for the Ames Smart GroMh
Alliance, which is the applicant for this nomination.

The State Historical Societv of lowa is required to provide the City of Ames with a 60-day
period for the review. The City of Ames received a copy of the nomination on August 7.
This recommendation must be submitted to the State within 60 days of action by the
Historic Preservation Commission. The State Nominations Review Committee (SNRC)
plans to consider the nomination during their October 9, 2009 meeting at the Historical
Building, 600 East Locust, in Des Moines, lowa.

As a Certified Local Govemment (CLG), the City of Ames is required to conduct a review of
any nomination that lies in the jurisdiction of the Historic Preservation Commission. Afler
allowing for ptlblic comment, the Commission and the chief elected local officials must
decide if the property meets the significance criteria of the National Register.

The applicant has selected two of the four (A, B, C, and D) National Register Criteria as
being applicable to this application. The criteria selected by the applicant are described as
follows:

National Reglster $ignificance Crtbria "A":

The Propefty is associated with events that have made a significant contrihution
to the broQd patterns of our hlstory.

Propergl the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artlstic

values, or a significant and distinguishable entity whose componenb
Iack distlnction.



sunounding 1 - 1950s residential neighborhood, serving as an elementary school,
community , park and playground. The school also reflects important social ties
between what
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The completed nomination forms state the following:

in Ames, lowa is locally significant under Criteria A and C of the
of Historic Places. Historically, from the time that it was first built in 1 923

in 2005, Roosevell School played a central role in the social, cultural, and
of northwest Ames and formed the anchor for the development of the

then lowa State College and the wider community of Ames. Through
lowa State College faculty shared their professional expertise by serving
s building committee and designing and overseeing the construction of

addition, college faculty, staff, and students lived in the neighborhood
school, sending their children to the school the college helped build.

School retains its architectural and functional mntinuity with the
which it was built. Architecturally, Roosevelt School embodies the
of influential Progressive-era schoolhouse architects, such as William
the stifling square boxes that characterized nineteenth-century

from its construction in 1 923 through 1959, which is the cunent closing
Register consideration for a historic property. During this period,
functioned as the elementary school for the city's Second Ward. The

is 1923 when Roosevelt School was constructed."

Natlonal Park Senrlce for an official "Determlnatlon of Ellglbtltty." ln
the Commission and the Mayor/City Council do not consider the

schoolhouses.schoolhouses built during the 1910s and 1920s permitted ample sunlight,
fresh air, and space for the innovative subjects and leaming conditions advocated by
Progressive Architectural style continued to be important to Progressive school
architects, believed schoolhouses "should represent the noblest architectural creations
in the Roosevelt School, with its Beaux Arts symmetry, pattemed brick work,
and stone
community
considered
of Kimball,

remains a well preserved example of the education and
informing schoolhouse architecture in 1920s lowa. The building is also

significant for representing the work of the local architectural firm
and Cowgill and specifically of architect, A.H. Kimball of that firm. The

period of for the property is 'l 923-1959, representing the historic span of the

If the Presewation Commlssion and the Mayor and Clty Council disagree
with one on the property's National Register eligibility, both vlews wlll he
presented to Etate Nominations Review Committee and the SNRCwill conduct
their review the nomination. lf both the Historic Preseruation Commission and
the Council do not consider the property eligtble for the National
Reglster, the must halt the nomination. However, the nomlnation will still go

property for the Natlonal Register, the properiy owner, the tndlvidual
nominatlng propefty, or any interested paw may appeal the decislon.

is owned by a public entitlt, such as the Ames Community School
District, the owner may submlt a notarlzed objection to Natlonal Reglster
listing of property. The obtection will then be forwarded to the National Pa*
Senrlcewith
not prevent

nominatlon. It should be noted, however, that such an objection wlll
property from being listed (see attached *mail from the Slafe



Historical of lowa).

Since the Community School District is the owner of the subject property, the Ames
encouraged to review the nomination of Roosevelt School to the NationalSchool Board

Register of H
nomination.

Places and determine if the Board wishes to object to or support the

The National
alter, or even

status in no way limits the right of the property owner to preserve,
the property. Property owners are not required to do anything, or

sign anything, make commitments regarding the use of their property, provided that no
federal permit, or funding is involved.

It may be of to state how National Register properties are protected. The power to
protect a Register property is limited to local design guidelines and to a review of
those are funded, wholly or in part, by the federal govemment and which
impact, or indirectly, listed properties. National Register status does not mean that
a property be destroyed by a highway, by urban renewal, or by some other project.

before a federal agency can be involved in any way with such a project,It does mean
(1.e., funding, or authorizing it), the federal agency must consider altematives by
which the
process has
decide to go
process.

Register properties might be saved from destruction. Afterthe review
completed, the agency may choose to avoid the property, or it may
with the project, even if a National Register property is destroyed in the

The question be answered by the Mayor and City Council is whether the nominated
property the National Register of Historic Places significance criteria. Staff believes
that meets Criterion h' and 'G'as described in the nominalion prepared
bythe Roosevelt School served as an elementarv school in the communitvfrom
1923 until its re in 2005. Staff agrees that the school played a central role in the
social, and educational life of that area of Ames and formed the anchor for the

the sunounding 1920's-1950's residential neighborhood, serving as andevelopment
elementary , community center, park and playground.

Staff believes Roosevelt School also meets National Register Criterion "C", with the
evidence in nomination which describes its BeauxArts symmetry, pattemed brick work,
and stone , and thal il remains a well preserved example of the educalion
and ideals informing schoolhouse architecture in '1920's lowa. The nomination
goes on to
representing

that the building is also considered architecturally significant for
work of the local architectural firm of Kimball, Bailie and Cowgill and

specifically of A.H. Kimball of thatfirm.

At its meeting September 14,2009, with a vote of 4-0 and I abstenlion, the Historic
Preservation found that the nomination of Roosevelt School, located at 921
gh Street, to National Register of Historic Places meets National Register Significance
Criteria "A"
Review

"C" and recommended National Register eligibilityto the State Nominations
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Council can find that the nomination of Roosevelt School to the National
of Historic Places meets Nalional Register Significance Criteria 'A" and "C"

National Register eligibility to the State Nominations Review

Council can find that the nomination of Roosevelt School to the National
of Historic Places does not meet the National Register Significance Criteria

National Register ineligibility to the State Nominations Review

Council can postpone action on this item and request additional
from the applicant and/or City staff.

rendation of the City Manager that the City Council adoptAltemative #1.
that the nomination of Roosevelt School, located at 921 9m Street, to the

of Historic Places meets National Register Significance Crileria ?" and
recommend Nalional Register eligibility to the State Nominations Review



, Beth IDCAr Ray D Andarson <FlAnderson@city.amos.ia.us>

"Mohr, Paula [DCA]' <Paula.Mohr@iowa.go\p
02:36 PM

Subject RE: Roossvelt School Nomination

forward to hawlug the Roosevelt' School nominatl-on go before the

orrnation about tbe litrational Regj.Bter and Tax Incentive
website at vJaF . j.owahLstory. org, cll-ck on Hj.seoric preservation

abou! TRS requirements for federal histsorLc preservation

To

PubLic p owners nay submit a notarized objection to National Regigter
l i s t ing  o f ir property and that objectton ertl1 be forwarded. to the National
Park Service
from being 1
conmunity lot a private indivldual .

Bei.ng on the tionaL Regj.ster doesntt stop an or^'ner from doing what tbey want
to with property as long as there is no Federal assistance involved,

ons Review Committee at their October 9, 2OO9 meetiDg. Listing
will open the opportunlty for appLications for the state
iety's, Historic Resource Development program (HRDP) grant alxd
ites Program cratt (HSPG) for rehabilitation work. Itve

of iEcenlLves for rehabil itation of hlstorLc buildi4qs in

Ch the nomlnation. However, tshis wl1l not prevent the property
ed, in view of the fact that these Dropertieg are olrned bv the

from ehe Department of Education. I 've attached a Bheet of
Register l isti.ng.
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at the top.
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btlp1. / h.twvi' .

For informati regarding the Federal Tax Incengive program go to
http r //www. . govlhletory/hp E / Lpa/ Eax/brochurel . hEm
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. govlpub/1rs -pdf /p44 92b. pdf
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established by Congress in 1966, and is part ofthe Natioml Historic Preserration Ac! and is supervised in
each state by a State Preservation Offi.cer. The Register is the official list ofthe nation's culirral resources considered worthy
of presen"ation- The Regisier seeks to rccognize properties ofhistorical, architecnrral, and arcbaeological sigtrificance,
tbrough a program of financial aid and incentives, and partial prolection ftom deshuction by federally fimded projects.
This program is
those buildn gi,

in Iowa by the State Hislorical Society of Iowa which has as one ofits main concems the preservation of
sites ard objects which efectively illustrate the many facets ofthe state's history.

2. How does fowars N Register Program work?
The Historic OfFce gathers information about historic Foperties in Iowa throug! professional sr:rveys and researcb, and
ftom material interosted individuals, historical groupq ald a variety offederal, state, and local agoncies. Those
properties tlnt have
Register crileria are

nomiraGd and for which sufficient information exists to determine their significmge in tems ofNational
by the staff to a review body r:rade up ofrepresentatives ftom the preservation professions as well as

interesled citizens &om tbe state. This review committee meets in public session tbree times per year to consider each prop€rty
submitte4 and to vote the qualifications ofeach for the National Register ofHistoric Places. Nominations for pmperties so
approved are then the National Park Serrice in Washington, D.C. Ifthe National Park Service approves a nomination tbat
property is listed on the ional RegisGr. Nominations are generated both by this offce, by local governmene and other agencies,

of the public.and by interested

3. What about the rlghts owners of properdes llsted on the Nadonal Reglster?
National Register no way limits the right ofan owner to preserve, alter, or even denolish his/her property. Owners are not

sign anything, or make any commitrnents regarding the use of their property, unless they have receivedrequired to do
federal firnds. In those instances a covsDant will be developed for a certain number of yean, depending upon the amouat of fiInds

Wbat is the Nadonal
The National Regbter

received. In some
rcview ordinanc€s.

THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
QUESTIONS AtlD ANSWERS

of Eistoric Places?

prorperties, which are located withh National Register historic disticts may come under local design
is because those comtmities often use National Register dasignation as a test in qeating local historic

districs with the same

Do owners properties have to allow publlc access to the property?
status does not alier the right ofan owner to maiftain hislher accustomed privacy. The National
and any encouragenent ofvisitors is strictly the choice ofthe prop€rqr owner. If, however, (and

Definitely noL
Register is not a toudst
orily if) an owner
right-of-way, the

federal prcservation assistance involving exterior or interior improvements not appreciable from the public
must be opened for exGrior or interior pubUc yisitation (d€peading on whether it is the exterior or irterior

thax is historically a rninitrnrm 6f ll (ay5 each year, as specified by the ovner.

5. What about llnanclal
At the present time are programs which offer financial incentives for the restoratiodprsservation ofproperties either listed on the
National Register or
Society oflowa, for

eligible for the National Register. Property owners are encouraged to contact the State Ilistorical
about the programs available and assistanoe in applying for thern Information is available on their

website Finaacial Assisance.

6. IIow are National propsrtles Frotected?

The powers ofthe staff
government and which

limited in this respect, to reviev/ing those projects which are funtled, wholly or in part, by the federal
directly or indirecdy, listed or eligible properties. National Register sbtus does not mean that a

property cannot be by a highran by Urban Renewat or some other project It does mean that before a federal agency can
be involved in any way such a project, i.e. by funding licensing or authorizing i! the federal ageucy rnust consider altematives
by which National properties might be saved ftom destruction After the review process has been coryleted the agency may
choose to avoid fle , or it may decide to go ahead with the projecg even ifa National Rsgtter property is destroyed in the
process.

Get addlfional

State Ulstorlcal
600 E. Locust

concernlng the Nadonal Register ofEistoric Places from our website www.iovahistory.ors/historic-
p.x9!€rya[op/index.html from the Naffonal Park Servlce webslte at http://www.nns.eov/historv/trr or contact:

Elizabeth (Beth)
Tax Incendve Manager/llational Reglster Coordlnator

Des Molnes, IA 50319
srsn8t4t37

of fowa



2.

J .

4.
5 .

ational Register: Myths, Misconceptions, and Realities

The National

1. Identify buildings, structures, sites, objects, and dishicts, according to the National
Register Criteria
Encourage t}te of historic properties by documenting the sipifcance of historic propedies and by
lending support to preservation activities.
Enable federal, and local agencies to consider historic properties in the early stages ofplanning p1ejs6ts.
Provide for review federally fimded" licensed, or sponsored projects which may alfect histonc properties.
Make owners o properties eligible to apply for federal grants-in-aid for preservation activities.
Presently, in Iow4 fi:nds are limited to survey, nomination, and plarming projects with limited ftnding
available for fhe opment of architectural plans and specifications for buildings listed on the National
Register. The Society of lowa, however, administers the Historic Resource Dovelopment
Program (IIRDP)
National Regtster.

makes available matching grants for the rehabilitation ofproperties listed on the

Encourage the
tax incentives

of income-producing historic properties which meet preservation standards tbrough

The National Not

1.
2.
J .

4.
5.

Restrict the rights private property owners in the uso, development, or sale ofprivate historic property'
Lead automaticallv historic district zoning.
Force federal, or private projects to be stopped.
Provide for review state, local, or privately funded projects which may affect historic properties.
Guarantee that fi:nds will be available for all sipificant historic properties.
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The Natlonal Trust

Credlts provlde 20% of quallfled rehabllF
against fed€ral Income taxes on Income-

Rehabilitation work must bs
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must be National Reglster llsted
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Natlonal Reglster nor be a contrlbuting
Reglste.-llst€d hlstorlc dlstrlqt.)

State Hlstotlcal Soclety
of lowa, Beth Foster Hlll;
beth foster@)iowa-gov
or (515) 2aI-4137

provld€ 25% of qualiffed rehabilita.
against the owner(s) state Income taxes-

the rehabllltatlon pro.isct must ex-
market value of th6 property (less ihe land

Rehabllltatlon work must meet the
Standards- There are dedicated cred-
and Entettalnment D/sttcts & for

State Historlcal Soclety
of lowa. Beth Fostet Hill:
beth foster€tiowa-gov
or (519) 281-4137

DevalopmEnt Program (HRDp) provldes
to buslnesses, nonproflts. and Indlvidu-

preservation, and conservatlon
crants rEqulre a match, a portlon of whlch

amount of emorggncy funds are
or eliglble propertles); ths nsxt rsgu-

May 15, 2OO9 (fot Itsted propertles only).

State Histodcal Society
of lowa, lClsten vander
Molen; kristen.
vandef molen@lowa gov
or (515) 2Al422A

Grants (HSPG) provid€ between
to nonprofits, tribes, and public agen-

, rohabllltat€, and dsvelop hlsto c sltes.
fot dollar cash match and can lncludo

roh:bllitation. Emergency funds may be
regular deadllns ls Septemb€r'lsth.

State Historlcal Soclety
of lowa, Kristen Vander
Molen; kristen.
vandermolenlolowagov
ar (515) 2a1-422a

Propertlt Tax Exemptlon ls a local
for the sensltlve, osubstantlal rehabilita-

Prop€rty taxes remain th€ same for
increases of 25% per year for the follow-

state Hlstorlcal Society
of lowa, Beth Fostor Hill;
beth,foster@iowa gov
or (515) 2Al-4137

Fund grants are available to non-
for preservatlon plannlng projects,

to prepare a preservatlon plan, but
of rehabllitatlon. Grants range from

requlre a one-to-one cash match. The

Natlonal Trust for Hls-
toric Preservation Mld-
r4est Officq Jennifer
sandy; jennlier

sandy,?nthp org
or (312) 939-5547

Fund speclallzes In predevelopment,
bddse and rehabtlltatlon loans fot

$ public use pro.le.ts. Ellgible bonowers
Maln Street communltles, public

Natlonal Trust for Hls-
torlc Pr€servatlon,
nalia)naltrust
_loanftrnds@nthp.ofg
or 202-588-6350.agencies, and
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lowa Hlstorlg Prd€watton Alllanc€'fZA UOth Stre€t
Anamosa. lowa 522Os
w\rJvr.iowapr esewal ion.org
inf ot&Jowapreselvaiionorg

Natlonal Trust tor Hlstorlc Praservatlon
Hldw€3t Ofnce
53 W. Jackson Blvd- Suito 35O
Chlcago, lL 60604
312-939-3547
www. pre3ervationnatiol! or9
mwrc@nthp org

and Indlvlduals are currently lobbylng both Congress and the towa General Assembly .
and addltlonal tax credits to asslst flood-damaged historlc propertles.

ontatlvor and tell them how important these flnancial Incentlves would be to you and
contact information for your state and federal representatives at www,congress.org.
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