Internet Survey Summary

For Owners
Q.1 Doyou: Own Your Home
Rent
Homeowners = 580 or 93.4%
Renters = 41 or 6.6%

Survey Respondents = 621

Of theownerswho responded:

Q.2 What it is your opinion about establishing property reaimbce codes for homes in Ames?
Don’'t know/Need more information 113 19.5%
Favor a property maintenance code 295 50.9%
Oppose a property maintenance code 172 29.7%
Total 580 100%

Q.3  What additional information would help you make egden? (Dialogue Box)
Owner’s comments that answerddoh’t Know” whether they want a property maintenance code:

* What if owners cannot afford needed repairs? How toresfiimeframe for compliance.

* I'd like to know why a committee established to form padioyrental housing is being
allowed to set policy on all housing.

* Depends what's in the code.

* | am opposed to the current code mandating off street patkihgot allowing any parking
in front of a house that does not lead to an attachedjgar think there ought to be some
way to get sensible exceptions to this.

* Depends on how the code is written; some code is p@s#ome not.

* Depends on how the code is written; some code is p@s#ome not.

» Precisely what will be required and what exceptions exist

* |think it is a great idea.

* WITH THE ECOMOMY SO BAD THIS IS LIKE A HUGE TAX INREASE

* | am somewhat worried that such a code if too encompassgig become more of a spy
program than a helpful program. Certainly | would suppasdratation, safety reasoned
code but not a code that measures grass or weeds foundemgar

* Full code to read

» Another government control more expense to goverrctide

* Would have to see specific proposal.

* Want to know specifically what the proposed codes entalyond the ITEM that could
potentially be regulated.

* | would like to more about the composition of the coneeitthat worked on this,
specifically rental property owners versus simple hommsws

* Perhaps provide homeowners/landlords with an easy to tadénsmanual of the main
codes already in place relating to property maintenance

* Would maintenance codes apply to all properties, orgrgal units?



I'm puzzled. | was not able to place my garage where inatlgiwas and now have a very
difficult to maintain three- foot strip of ground besitland the driveway. I've heard
sunflowers are illegal in Ames yards.

Time frames of work to be completed.

| don't want to approve a maintenance code without kigpexactly what it will cover. It
concerns me that people will have to spend money to fix uputside of their homes
when they may be struggling paying their utility bills.

How will it be enforced? What are the codes in placeady that are not enforced? How
restrictive are they? Does it mean all propertiegha be in pristine order all the time?
What about seniors that have a hard time with upkeep?

The 'strictness' of the code

What would be included/covered.

What would be done to enforce the codes and how thoseavitmt afford to make
changes would be assisted.

PURPOSE; enforcement plan; cost

What will be included in the code.

Separate codes should be determined for owner-occupied &Niwmh-owner occupied
properties

Need more info on entire program!!

Basic Laws and Rights of Property Owners, Nationgtes County, and Local.

It depends on how far we take this...

What codes, what about my rights

WILL THE CITY BE INSPECTING ALL HOMES OR WILL THEYRELY ON
COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS? WILL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCBE OFFERED
FOR THOSE WHO CAN'T AFFORD THE REPAIRS, IF SO WHERBES THAT
MONEY COME FROM? WILL THERE BE HEARINGS TO DECIDENY
OBJECTIONS?

| would only favor a property maintenance code if iteviemited in nature as indicated by
my selections for questions number 3.

What codes are already established?

| would like to see details of the proposed codes. Tlyehas a history of passing overly
ambitious and unenforceable codes.

| would like more specific information about the propossglilations.

Information about how people will be helped to come up to datiey don't have the skill
or money to do so

What are the current property codes?

Examples of other cities using them, good AND bad

Want to know what and how specific the codes will be awl they will be enforced
What the requirements were going to be--not just whatstthey cover.

What would be the requirements?

Exactly what is in the code. | favor small guidelinag, not invasive, homogenizing codes.
Will requirements be flexible for different stylestadmes - for instance those built with no
gutters or with alternative foundations (wood)?

Better definition of what is covered



| support the city enforcing safety issues, but I'm quéeylabout asthetic issues. I'm also
concerned about cost. For example, what if | havensafe garage, but can't afford to
demolish or replace it?

More specific guidelines

HOW would it impact me?

How restrictive? How enforced? What about costs,darihcome people, how would they
comply?

Who sets the standards and covers the cost for immeaws? Finances could be an issue.
What is proposed and how restrictive will it be. How vaotlle code be enforced. What
type of penalties are proposed. Estimated cost to citpme owners.

* Enforcement procedures; how current code differs from IPMC

Owner’s comments that answerdeéaVor” whether they want a property maintenance code:

In the following categories, it's difficult for me tbaose housing features or
characteristics. | believe that a property mainteaaxocle must relate to 3 things: property
values, safety issues, structural integrity.

Will NOT apply to owned homes

The details of the code and how it would be inforced

Knowing it would include all properties

Who will decide what is acceptable, and will you be ablehllenge the ruling

Extend of the Code, cost of enforcement

Equality between all types of properties and enforcement

Good examples of poor maintenance and guides to how itisruedel

If we knew if all properties would be included

you need to address oyher than appearance, i.e. pollutibrasuetting poison substances
enter storm sewers etc.

read summary of other codes from other cities

Favor ... but within reason and if it's not overreaching

fines and warning levels

The Code would need to be consistently enforced.

If owners who reside in their homes expect certiaimgs from the owners of rental
property around them, then surely this is simply comnemse. Homes should be kept up
for the good of the neighborhood. This code seems akietodnvenants which gover
strongly favor with hefty fines and ENFORCEMENT

| think it would keep property values equal in neighborhoodsvent rodent, rot, and
weed infestation.

* What conditions would be forbidden? What would penalti€s be

Owner’s comments that answerdgdgpos€ whether they want a property maintenance code:

Each property that is in disrepair is to be handled oneaon one basis

the web site says this is for owner-occupied housdingfypically rental housing that is
not well-maintained.

What are you thinking of as the details for each itelovioe | don't understand what the all
the categories involve



Q4.

Q.5

Q.6

Q.7

I'm afraid the poor will be penalized. | am FOR maintenanckes that will get people to
mow the loan (NOT remove weed - bad for the environmamir storing trash, but as
much as I'd like a Stepford community, it would not be faihe poor.

some people don't have the money and need help. | need tdheywwan request and get
help from volunteers

What interest group is operating behind the scenes?

How will city assist with compliance? (for free)

Nothing

We have too much government regulation the way it is.

How many jobs will this create at the city level? Haes city studied the number of homes
that are in violation of this proposed code and is a cedéeed for the few homes that
would be in violation?

The city is confusing protection of renter protection wher occupied protection. The
latter suffer the consequences of their own inactlcandlords impose their inaction on
renters.

Nothing, it is very, very clear what these codes afiadrto do.

Who is going to make these codes and who is going to infoeca?

seems to me in the current economy the extra burddd bew problem for owners
Whose aesthetic judgement would decide? How would resideows tkiat this panel could
judge? (I teach art history, so this is a concern ey tastes differ.)

| oppose property maintenace codes unless they appiytdiyeto all properties both home
owner and rental more complains have been filled agawmsér occupied units than rentals

» Start enforcing existing city codes

If property maintenance codes were established irsAsheuld they include these exterior
categories: Detached garages, and sheds?

Don't Know 100 17.2%
Yes 332 57.2%
No 148 25.5%
Total 580 100%

If property maintenance codes were established in Ashesld they include these exterior
categories: Exterior stairways, handrails and guar@rails

Don't Know 110 19.0%
Yes 304 52.4%
No 166 28.6%
Total 580 100%

If property maintenance codes were established in Ashesld they include these exterior
categories: Decks, porches, and balconies?

Don't Know 103 17.8%
Yes 310 53.4%
No 167 28.8%
Total 580 100%

If property maintenance codes were established in Ashesld they include these exterior
categories: Roofs, gutters, and downspouts?



Q.8

Q.9

Q.10

Q.11

Q.12

Q.13

Don't Know 122 21.0%
Yes 245 42.2%
No 213 36.7%
Total 580 100%

If property maintenance codes were established in Ashesld they include these exterior
categories: Landscaping and grading?

Don't Know

Don't Know 130 22.4%
Yes 216 37.2%
No 244 42.1%
Total 580 100%

If property maintenance codes were established in Ashesld they include these exterior

categories: Structural supports/Foundation walls?
Don't Know 138 23.8%

Yes 264 45.5%

No 178 30.7%

Total 580 100%

If property maintenance codes were established in Asheald they include these exterior

categories: Grass height and weeds?
Don't Know 85 14.7%

Yes 318 54.8%

No 177 30.5%

Total 580 100%

If property maintenance codes were established in Asheasld they include these exterior

categories: Sidewalks and driveways?
Don't Know 116 20.0%

Yes 278 47.9%

No 186 32.1%

Total 580 100%

If property maintenance codes were established in Asheasld they include these exterior

categories: Exhaust vents?
Don't Know 194 33.4%
Yes 124 21.4%
No 262 45.2%
Total 580 100%

If property maintenance codes were established in Asheald they include these exterior

categories:

Don't Know 111
Yes 280
No 189

Exterior walls (painting/siding)?

19.1%
48.3%
32.6%

Total 580

100%



Q.14

Q.15

Q.16

Q.17

Q.18

If property maintenance codes were established in Ashesld they include these exterior
categories: Chimneys, towers, overhangs, and deafattures?

Don't Know 158 27.2%
Yes 191 32.9%
No 231 39.8%
Total 580 100%

If property maintenance codes were established in Asheald they include these exterior
categories: Exterior doors/Basement Hatchways?

Don't Know 142 24.5%
Yes 206 35.5%
No 232 40.0%
Total 580 100%

If property maintenance codes were established in Ashesld they include these exterior
categories: Disposal of garbage, waste, and outsitsgst®

Don't Know 86 14.8%
Yes 387 66.7%
No 107 18.4%
Total 580 100%

If property maintenance codes were established in Asheald they include these exterior
categories: Hard surface off-street parking?

Don't Know 177 30.5%
Yes 185 31.9%
No 219 37.8%
Total 580 100%

If property maintenance codes were established irs Asheuld they include these exterior
categories: Other (dialogue box)

Owner’s comments that answerddoh’t Know” whether they want a property maintenance code:

* homes look better, community 'pride’

* decorative features don't belong with others itentkah category

e THIS IS NOT SOMETHING | AM IN SUPPORT OF ...

» trees that are dead or dying and could fall down

» These things should be covered by city inspection laws.

* Holds eveyone to the same standards; civic pride/duty

* YOU DINT ENFORCE BAD SIDEWALKS NOW JOW DO U THINK®U CAN DO
ALL THE EXTRAS

* | thought that we already had off street parking codes.
* | don't know enough to answer

» trees, especially those that overhang property lines

* loud and unruly animals--do they count as property?



| propose creating a city position of "negotiator”" and thiall the person does. When there

is a complaint about a property, this person can briggther all parties affected and get to

the bottom of the issue and negotiate a mutually agreable

» Cars should be moved to driveways, instead of parkirth@street when snow is expected
that will require a plow to remove the snow. This adskee parking allowed on both sides
of the street and homeowners/renters parking extraocaitse street

e Exterior windows

* shovelling sidewalks

» Autos parked for long periods in the yard

* How would the code be enforced?

» The majority of categories listed are already covereztidressed in either established
ordinances or codes. When any of these items becathesat to the publics health,
safety, or welfare, and addressed under current codes@ndnces.

* none

e It would clean up some areas of town

» To keep property clean, and neat

* NONE

* YES TO SIDEWALK MAINT.; NO TO DRIVEWAY MAINT.;THE MAINT.
REQUIREMENTS SHOULD FOCUS ON SAFETY, NOT AESTHETICS

* Roof Insulation requirements

* on street parking of vehicles

» drainage, soil erosion, mosquito breeding areas

» Tree ordinance, rain gardens,

* Prolonged storage of vehicles and/or junk on lawns anthdrdouses

» water features like ponds; fencing, walls and other bortlessmaintenance

* The same criteria for all property owners

* Fencing

» yard ornaments/decorations

* Improve property value. Town appearance.Pride of ownership

* anything that 5 distinct households might find disturbing

Owner’s comments that answerdeéaVor” whether they want a property maintenance code:
* homes look better, community 'pride’
» decorative features don't belong with others itentkah category
e THIS IS NOT SOMETHING | AM IN SUPPORT OF ...
» trees that are dead or dying and could fall down
* These things should be covered by city inspection laws.
* Holds eveyone to the same standards; civic pride/duty
« YOU DINT ENFORCE BAD SIDEWALKS NOW JOW DO U THINKQU CAN DO
ALL THE EXTRAS
* | thought that we already had off street parking codes.
* | don't know enough to answer
» trees, especially those that overhang property lines
* loud and unruly animals--do they count as property?



| propose creating a city position of "negotiator”" and thiall the person does. When there

is a complaint about a property, this person can briggther all parties affected and get to

the bottom of the issue and negotiate a mutually agreable

» Cars should be moved to driveways, instead of parkirth@street when snow is expected
that will require a plow to remove the snow. This adskee parking allowed on both sides
of the street and homeowners/renters parking extraocaitse street

e Exterior windows

* shovelling sidewalks

» Autos parked for long periods in the yard

* How would the code be enforced?

» The majority of categories listed are already covereztidressed in either established
ordinances or codes. When any of these items becathesat to the publics health,
safety, or welfare, and addressed under current codes@ndnces.

* none

e It would clean up some areas of town

» To keep property clean, and neat

* NONE

* YES TO SIDEWALK MAINT.; NO TO DRIVEWAY MAINT.;THE MAINT.
REQUIREMENTS SHOULD FOCUS ON SAFETY, NOT AESTHETICS

* Roof Insulation requirements

* on street parking of vehicles

» drainage, soil erosion, mosquito breeding areas

» Tree ordinance, rain gardens,

* Prolonged storage of vehicles and/or junk on lawns anthdrdouses

» water features like ponds; fencing, walls and other bortlessmaintenance

* The same criteria for all property owners

* Fencing

» yard ornaments/decorations

* Improve property value. Town appearance.Pride of ownership

* anything that 5 distinct households might find disturbing

Owner’s comments that answerdgdgpos€ whether they want a property maintenance code:
* nothing
» Waste disposal, but not outside storage of, e.g. boats.
» Cleaner looking neighborhoods
* Will they be unreasonable (everything has to be perfeelse)
e may protect from accidents
» safety, not looks should be the main consideration

* NONE
* Dog pens, front porches, window coverings, exteriosrcd@herman Williams or Ace brand
paint?

» Design features, Size, Trees. Gardens, Clothes lines .
* no to sprinklers in new residence homes. would notfil@00's of water dmg vs a buzzing
of a smoke detector if i burn my dinner.



» dISPOSAL OF WASTE, BUT NOT outside storage, e.g. otboa my driveway or beside

my home.
* Nothing.
* no

* That's the point: Once you start, where does it end?
» city should require side walks everywhere or nowhere
* Nothing. Gives a very few the right to interfere wite trights of the working poor and

others.

* If you pass this stuff | will sell everything | own and mdv@m Ames as soon as | can
retire.

* Nothing

* NO ADDITIONAL CATEGORIES, NO GOVERNMENT CONTROL OR
INTERVENTION, MIND YOUR OWN BUSINESS

» Get off our backs!!!

e | don't like them. I think that the current code hasigant enforcement for dangerous
buildings and exterior maintenance.

* Walk ways clear

» old automobiles sitting around, or too many vehicles in oc&titon

* NONE

» Cars parked on lawns should be forbidden. Abandoned or jusislsauld be regulated.

* Rodent and fire hazards.

» should have a sidewalk access zone, 6" wider and 7' high.

* None

* none

* For example, if someone has a dead tree on their pyppat this tree would most likely
fall down on a neighbor's home, there should be sootegion there. Also, homes should
be maintained to some reasonable degree. how to jud gsaddes???

* NA
* A minimum code could reduce blight, and the equivalentesfiass by slovenly neighbors.
e na

* OQutdoor Pets - Dog Barking: How many total pets are adolefta

* How about equal inforcement of lawnparking of carstficand trailers, why is it okay for
three houses on a city block to do it and an nearlyicdnental house not be allowed the
same privelege Wouldn't it be best if it were notwaéd at all

* Snow removal from public sidewalks

* There are already requirements to handle the onekhihge marked. This is all that we
need.

* growing of grass, shoveling snow, sump pump water

Q.19 What do you like about exterior property maintenande<? (Dialogue box)

Owner’s comments that answerddoh’t Know” whether they want a property maintenance code:
» better maintained homes, esp.for renters
* I'm not sure | do, though I think rental housing should haweesresponsibility for
maintenance and parking



physical safety is important

Nothing! the city needs to keep their nose out of our bssine

Protection of property values for neighbors

Nothing

THIS IS NOT SOMETHING OUR CITY GOVERNMENT SHOULD BENVOLVED
WITH ...

nothing. Its just another way to fine someone for liiimg@ home they fight to live in
Nothing, just makes it harder.

things that improve/maintain safety

Big brother is looking over your shoulder-- Pride shouldlguhe use of current
regulations

that can encourage the development of more beautifyhinerhoods and make sure
landlords take care of property

Uniform property that retains value for person & neigbor

property values may improve

The biggest thing is keeping a persons lawn mowed and keepuytiok the yard
Nothing.

Nothing, it is about time the city got involved.

WILL FORCE WITTLE OLD LADIES / COUPLES OUT OF THEHRHOUSES

| thought that we already had codes that protected naigbbds from becoming rat
infested.

Not very invasive

makes ames look better and maintains adjacent propeuisval

| don't know enough to answer

it protects neighboring property owners

Adding sidewalks where there aren't any.

It requires owners to be considerate of neighbors armtrho have to come to their
doors for lots of good reasons.

solution to the problem depending on the circumstancesde case, perhaps the owner is
old and on a fixed income and cannot afford to pay someopaint the house. Maybe the
neighbors would offer to help paint it or perhaps the "natwt

| am concerned that city codes are hard to enforcey ffihene neighbor against another.
Parking on the street, cleaning sidewalks and other aitgare hard to enforce. Why
make more. Grass length means chemical lawns which b@good fo

The code should be limited to rental units only, as the pdmoig in rental properties do
not have the same investment as an owner occupied home.

helps keep neighborhood ho me values up.

the fact that it is being addressed.

| can see a need for some things, but how would it lmread? Will there be fines?Will
there be maintenance code police?

| like the idea of a clean, safe city.

increase safety, cleanliness, general appearance, esmtfens

Have not found anything yet

Looks -value - should be done anyway

The town will be tidy town



Costs - economic times are harder than they haveibemtades! How will people pay?
Banks aren't even loaning money. Safety-related thing aerstandable. But most
people don't have thousands of dollars laying around for remgsietc.

Appearance of properties in a neighborhood can affect gyogsues in the area.
Enhancement of city's looks and property values

Treat eveyone the same

Tends to prevent property valuse from decling in a neiglaoath

Codes should be established based ONLY on health ang ssiets

would clean up the neighborhood. don't want the new code likebthe OLD TOWN

Nothing. People shouldn't pile up garbage, but SHOULD havegiieto enjoy their own
places.

not appropriate

Nothing

Rather than develop codes, create a volunteer agggpangram to aid property owners.
We should all care about our community, and offer suppaitaasistance to help clean or
restore blighted areas and properties.

Good intentions

Try to make people do things to their home that they méayvant to or afford to do, if the
house needs paint but the owner can not afford or j&st dot want to paint it it is his
choice, if there is an issue that makes some thingeils® THER

GETTING SOME TO MOW THERE LAWNS.

Over grown lawns, piles of trash and rubbish

| like these codes if they are in effect for the purpafsarotecting the public and providing
a reasonable and safe experience for those passingriwted to the property (but no
more).

Give the City a legal reason to move against home mumeo cause safety issues

They do help a neighborhood to improve and stay somestéiale

Keep Landlords and "lazy" owners "in line"

It would help with extreme cases of unkempt problem progertie

If houses are too ratty it's bad. They should be jiist eaough to have character. Houses
should not be uniform looking. Read Daniel Pinkwatdrtse"Big Orange Splot."

limits junk

PROMOTE REMOVAL OF SAFETY HAZARDS

Safety and energy efficiency only, not ‘aesthetics'

They should require owners to keep property in decent womdi

should be about neighborhood safety and health

If not too restrictive, it could improve safety.

Safety concerns are reasonable

They benefit the neighborhood in value and esthetics

Keep people responsible for the upkeep of their propettyagat doesn't take away from
neighbors property or view

City pride. Protection from neighbor abuse.

If implemented correctly will address major issuesadétyy and health

Establishing and sustaining neat, attractive neighborhoods.



Can control the maximum amount of deterioration enikighborhood's appearance
improved safety of properties and neighborhoods

sets standards for safety and aesthetics

Has the potential to avoid bad neighbors and bad neighbdshoo

Make sure they are applied equally to all

Saftey, appearance, jobs, dispute resolution.

keep the neighborhood from being unsightly

potential for empowering neighborhoods

Owner’s comments that answerdeéaVor” whether they want a property maintenance code:

maintaining of lawns

Preserving value of property investment

Keep property values up.

They provide a city standard to hod property owners acablent

We're afraid there will be excessive codes.

Accountibility for maintaining properties

The potential to enforce timely completion of constatrojects and to disallow
collection of rotten items that harbor rodents or tersn

It would protect neighbors from a few bad actors

Protection for neighborhood property values, safety, stracintegrity of home.

They wouold help maintain safety and aesthetics of alvoghtod. They would help
maintain property value.

Will help get irresponsible landowners to fix problems

| think they should mostly concern health & safetyéss

Can help maintain neighborhood viability & integrety.

it helps to maintain property values

To eliminate potential issues between neighbors

Keeps the city looking neater and less like a slum area

Taking care of your property should be important. If yoeighbor doesn't take care of
theirs, it can greatly lower your property value, andajtygearance of the neighborhood.
Neighbor clutter can also blow or otherwise move irdoryyard.

Improved appearance of city, maintaining property values

helps neighborhoods keep more neat appearances

Minimize health concerns, Resale values of my home

It would give us a place to start when voicing concermg$3us some minimal standards.
Help prevent health and safety concerns. Maintaincéiteaappearance of neighborhoods.
it would protect my proptery value and enhance the beauheafeighboor

Cost for repairs - some people don't manage money k& er@ugh to maintain.

| believe if you have a concern you are backed by a code.

A minimum standard will help home values and appearance

| like my property to look nice and be safe and hope myhteirs do, also.

Keep neighborhoods looking good

One property owner should not detract from the propettiegeof an entire neighborhood.
Improves property values



Safety is most important (ex: sidewalks); aesthetic @ppgat is reasonably enforced to
allow for personal creativity

helps control neighborhoods so our property values darrease

Right now there is no way to force someone to keep eipphoperty. My inlaws live nest
to a family Ithat will not mow their yard.

Provides a standard to help deal with disputes that arelldowtcur in all neighborhoods.
Provides a known standard for building maintenance and appear

They influence the values of neighboring properties

Keep the city clean & well-mantained, especially tlitleg more run- down areas.
requiring certain upkeep of property

Helps to present a better image of city.

The value of your own home will be higher as long asithighbors house and
surroundings are in decent shape for resale value

They prevent the development of blighted neighborhoods

should eliminate eyesores

it will keep homes from neglect

keeps neighborhoods vital, protects property values

They would establish a standard

Would help protect/uphold property values of homes in potgnpabblematic situations
It makes the city neighborhoods look nice to anyone drivanguigh the city
Neighboring properties hold value

4.Homes not becoming an "eyesore" for neighbors

They set a minimum "known" standard to follow.

These can help ensure a safer and more beautiful city.

appearance

exterior properties must be maintained

the neighborhood properties will be kept up EVEN if itas owner occupied

Ames properties will be kept in better condition, wél $afer and neighborhoods will look
better.

gives ome uniform standard

it includes all properties

Cleaner, Neater community

Will help maintain Property values of nearby properties

Neater community

Guarantee a minimum standard of safety and preventaigadperties.

keep the city looking maintained

Better able to address health and safety concerns.

Not much-just the excess garbage or if it's in a sthtisrepair that it's unsafe as a whole
(not just the railings or one entrance-that's too mkyji Otherwise, it's intrusive
government and going way, way too far.

HOPEFULLY, NEIGHORHOOD APPEARANCES WILL BE ENHANCED

Sets up standards

Hopefully will improve athestics of neighborhoods

Provide public health and safety standards

It encourages/forces homeowners to maintain their piepe



keeping junk to a minimum and structures in good repair

It would help keep neighborhoods in check and increase prougs.

It may prevent an eye sore property in a nice neighbarhoo

It would help keep neighborhoods and Ames looking nice

Should set a minimum & really only be applicable to éhimsnon-compliance. A
neighborhood is part of the home price!

Used within reason can be beneficial, just don't getezheway.

Folks may be in need of help to do it - ie elderly, blisd, etc

Residents would not be allowed to store trash and jurdidgubn their property

Makes the city safe and inviting

It will require at least minimal requirements to maintthe look of a property

Keeps a town clean & neat and helps bring business am@ figsidents and students to
come live here.

city-wide uniform rules

Would enable action against residents whose behavioltg@s public health hazards.

it will set a standard

Keeps a town clean & neat and helps bring business am@ figsidents and students to
come live here.

It enforces common-sense

it keeps the city cared for

there would be some recourse for ill kept homes

It would set defined standards

Improve overall aesthetic appeal.

it allows the law to be the "hammer," rather thaigiieors.

| want our town to look nice, not like we have nadpri Don't want us taking a downward
slide into a look of poverty in Ames.

increase public safety, eliminate gross level of neglect

helps keep Ames from becoming a slum with homeowners

Protects neighbors property values, upgrades City

Same standards for everyone

Maintains value of our investment and respectability of @ighborhoods

They would supplement covenants or provide directiomeifé¢ are no covenants.

It helps show pride in ownership. | don't like my neighteving his grass 2' tall because
he won't mow. | don't like his garbage piled up in thekbard. Maintenance codes will
help retain property values. Most of these categoaade addressed

Assures that ones property value will not be negativepacted by poorly maintained
houses in neighborhood

Improve neighborhood pride; won't hurt neighbor's propeatye when selling

It is fair to include all property

Will keep property values up

they would help to maintain property values in the nesghbods.

Allows all neighboring property owners to increase value

It would keep property values up.

It enforces minimum socially acceptable standards tatanaia quality community.
Improves property values & creates public respect for neigjioiod.



It keeps Ames looking beautiful

It's a chance to help citizens make their propertia® neautiful, safer and cleaner, less
chance for vermin etc. to multiply

Maintain quality of neighborhoods

force people to keep their property in a condition thasdbaegatively affect those around
it.

Prevent health and accident hazards

would help maintain property values in a neighborhood

Protect property values and image of Ames by helping prereatvner from letting thier
property fall into a state of disrepair.

Maintains property values for all

beautification!

Keeps property safe and neighborhood property values up.

That we can have minimum standards (but don't sonteesétalready exist, e.g.,
sidewalks?)

Some factors such as sidewalks, etc. were put in byittheocstart with; | feel the property
owner should not have to bear the responsibility aff. th

Concerned only about public health issues or abandoned vehicles

Codes should be minimal and cover public nuisances only

It keeps our city looking clean and safe

ability to assist community residents take pride inrthepperties and neighborhoods, assist
with life safety and structural issues

It gives some overall thoughts on what's appropriate.

safety and beautification

Forces property maintenance

Public safety issues, affects crime levels (grafitt),amproves sense of community and
overall community image

If someone is struggling financially, could be a burden.

It should result in a better looking city.

the ability to keep some properties from just deteriating.

Maintains sustainability of neighborhoods; improves safety

| think a reasonably written code would improve safetyappmkarance of housing and
contribute to more cohesive neighborhoods. Enhanced pyofaduies would not be a bad
outcome either.

universal minimum standards

clean city

to have some legitimate grounds to complain if it's bad

Some minimal standards would, | would think, help to makenewhborhoods and city a
consistently attractive place for all of us, and wchétp us all to maintain our property
values.

would provide a more positive means of protecting the va

safety for neighborhood residents, keeping up surrounding pyofzdues

LETS PEOLE KNOW WHAT IS EXPECTED/ACCEPTABLE

They can promote safety as well as aesthetics.

No impact on rentals



Clear guidance, help avoid/settle disputes

Maybe it will make my neighbors clean up all the junk thaye laying around.
Motivation to do the right thing

Keeps neighborhoods attractive

I'd like to see the junk/garbage stored behind garages cleanetdatipacts rodents, snakes
and birds. I'd like to see dead trees removed becauspdbeya safety hazard to neighbors
and adjoining property.

Establishes consistant community standards and expectitigm®perty maintenance.
These types of standards serve to improve everyone's gyropkres and enjoyment of
their properties.

They will keep neigborhoods clean and looking nice.

Beautify the city

common sense maint. of property by all

Provides neighborhood residents with an enforcement optiem property owners do not
maintain property to the general standards of the neigbbd.

It is not so much that | like the idea of codes. Unioately, without them some residents
will not properly maintain their property.

We need minimum standards for safety and appearance.

They would allow property owners leverage to preventtdwine of their property value
because of uncaring or absentee landlords

better neighborhood appearance

They create a better sense of community and sharpdnsbility, especially in a town
with many student residents.

These codes protect property values (aesthetics) and providesdfe environment.

Lax enforcement

They provide a basis for enforcement

| think they could lead toward a safer environment focititens, as well as protect
property values within any given neighborhood.

It requires slum landlords to fix up their properties.

they help maintain the value of the home and those wualiog it

It makes the city more attractive and thereforedifirere more enjoyable. It is a safety
matter. It helps keep the property values from beingreavby a prrrly kept
neighborhood.

helps create positive environment

It will improve the appearance of properties in Ames.

They improve the appearance of our city to neighbors aitdreis First impressions do
count. Physical and emotional health are improved.

Helps maintain the beauty of Ames

recourse for those who blatantly lack consideratiom&ghbors' ability to enjoy their own
home/neighborhood and to live peacefully among others

perceived levels of degredation

Maintains a safe and aesthetically pleasant environfoesteryone

Improve the city appearance

Keeps neighborhood property values stable or improving

helps to keep neighborhoods looking good



Helps with property values and safety

keep Ames looking well maintained

would give a mechanism to enforce standards

It keeps the neighborhood looking good.

Ensures safety and a minimum standard of appearaneee-has been a gradual decline in
the appearance of many properties over the last fivs yea

They will help to insure that my neighbors and | (rentadwner occupied) will preserve
the neighborhoods of Ames.

demolition through neglect should be prohibited

will improve appearance of city

Keeps up property values and safety in neighborhoods

Everyone should abide by the same standards - rentatsaanast occupied

Protect neighborhood property values

maintain a standard for communities

they keep our community clean and safe

Maintains the property values for everyone in the neaginod.

Will keep the city looking like a desirable place to live

keeps slobs from creating neighborhood eyesores

Helps maintain value of adjacent properties

It would provide the incentive for this you neglect theopmrty which lowers the property
values and standard of living for surrounding neighblors

If enforceable, would get owners to cleanup their mess

It forces property owners to be responsible

hopefully will make attractive neighhood

| assume that citizen input will be sought but ultimatbby city staff working with
residents should be responsible for developing mainteneodes.

They increase property value and make Ames more appealidghould take pride in our
community!

It give the public some standards to meet

keeps market value for all homes consistent

tall antenas on houses

We don't need a Draconian policy.

Making Ames more appealing and fostering greater homeowider pr

Will help keep home values up and will make Ames an evearhgace to live!

Such codes would make our town more pleasant in whictdo li

Gives city a better image. Nobody wants to live nex tump.

Defining uniform standards. Selective enforcement.

Ames is a clean and quiet community to live in. Codddnstill this peacful and beautiful
environment. We all pay taxes therefore we should na t@look at run down property
within our city limits. Ames is and should be kept avetase!

keep property value and clean up teh town

Improve property value, city appearance,pride of ownership

They provide a minimum standard for everyone to meétaoour community gives the
appearance of civic pride.

accountability



* Provides some "teeth" for enforcing reasonable, buéxedssive standards, to ensure
health and safety, maintain property values in the neigidod, and enjoyment of ones
property.

* They should apply to rental and owner homes and provwdechanism for correcting
serious faults.

* They establish a "minimum" level of resposiblity for peoty owners in order to keep
Ames safe and beautiful

» children's toys left in yards...dangerous to mailmen and ality employees

* maintains sustainable neighborhoods, holds property vajoesd, look for the city

» Improves the look/feel of neighborhoods; addresses isg@tiasut causing potential
conflict between neighbors

Owner’s comments that answerdgdgpos€e whether they want a property maintenance code:

* Nothing

» they can be a way to address negligent property owners

e Don't need more regulations - would cost $$ to regulahéngi is wrong

» telling people what to mdo, like the gestapo.

* Very little. Unless of course it will get rid of plastyard flamingos and yard gnomes. Your
last attempt at social engineering brought us a serioug @iement from Chicago.

* Very little.

» | accept basic minimum standards and basic safety.

* Waste Disposal, but NOT outside Storage.

» Garbage and safety, to me, are reasonable requestshieariyt If structures on the
property are unsafe or if there is garbage around whicld etwbct nuisance animals, that
could be a problem that affects neighbors.

* Intoday's economy, it makes no sense to create haesvill increase the cost to property
owners. Unless programs are included that will defragsdos lower income/senior
citizens, etc., then a grandfathering process shouldshieuted if the co

» Ifthey address specific public health or public safetydss| would possibly support them.

* That they will be abused to penalize the poor. If theyt @dford repairs, they can't afford
fines AND repairs.

* invasive and expensive to enforce

* The city looks cared for

» Potential for prevention of serious accidents/injury

* Enhanced safety to guests

» they can't cause hardship to average Joe/Jane

* NOTHING

* Nothing--they are a violation of constitutional rightgptoperty!

» It will provide new jobs to ensure that homeowners stdye, and the fines for
noncompliance will be an excellent revenue stréahwe can use to pay our city
employees better and fix potholes.

* Dick Hawes will have many more killer-bee editorials!

* Nothing

* Ames already has sufficient codes for dealing with n@frihie above items. | do not think
exterior property maintenance codes should be applipdvately owned residences by
government. Building codes, etc. already apply to remmvagtc.



Nothing

current or proposed?

Uniformity

Nothing - they restrict private property rights

keep the neighborhood looking respectable, may be safdrefgeneral public and may be
environmentally friendly.

Not a lot, unless they apply to absentee landlords ddvadt maintain their properties.

| do think people should upkeep their property, so thdrats t guess.

do not like

| AM NOT IN FAVOR OF THEM

| see no real advantage to them.

It sets up the city for lawsuits. If someone injutesmselves and the property was okayed
by the city, they could sue. 2. It fosters a negatilatiomship between neighbors, as they
"tell" on each other for petty things that are notimer

punitive to low income residents, undermines creative expredsssens diversity

| don't "LIKE" anything about them; | strongly favor asgym that does not penalize those
who lack the resources to comply; we need a betterofvdgaling with these issues.

| actively dislike them.

there is nothing to like, they inhibit property rights.

nothing

can't think of any good that would come from it

i would only like them when and if they addressed a mégidacumented health concern
NOT IN FAVOR OF THEM

YOU CAN MAKE THE CITY MORE BEAUTIFUL

Should apply to rental only

Nothing

Nothing

Nothing

nothing

Not necessary.

nothing

Nothing.

Nothing.

NOTHING

Nothing.

| dont like themlnequitable. They will be an infringernen personal rights and property
rights

Ames has no code and it is far nicer than most townghy subject us to this when we are
already vastly superior to any iowa town!!!!

having a choice. One can choose whether or not to ligesubdivision with a
neighborhood covenant. If you don't want a propertywteaance code, you don't live
where there is a covenant.

Nothing

Nothing.

nothing



Nothing

Costs to enforce, more gov't regulation

Nothing

ABSOLUTELY NOTHING,NO GOVERNMENT CONTROL, WE ARE AREE
PEOPLE , WE SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO DO WHATEVER WE WANWITH OUR
OWN PROPERTY

Nothing

nothing

nothing

nothing

It's a misguided confusion of city responsibility withydbecoming the busy body neighbor
Safety issues only.

they could help neighboring properties from looking bad

Nothing. All this will do is increase the need for gtaffand bloat the bureacracy. A better
guestion would be what services would the city be willingubto pay for this?

Property values will plummet - who wants to have bay regulate when | paint my home,
reroof or landscape.

safety

theory is good, but how to enforce?

Consistency, if they are so applied

one more item for the city to be involved in

Neighborhood group influences

application to all property owners

They can be used to address true hazards.

| don't like them.

Needed for rental properties, where the residents mag litle contact with the owner. |
feel it's a different issue with owner-occupied propsrtie

nothing

Unnecessary trash in peoples' yards can be easilweseinavhich is an easy step for a
cleaner city and environment

not a thing

It would help clean up a few extreme cases

Public safety

Very little - 1 think the tools are already in placedeal with issues that become a public
nusiance, and otherwise mandating property maintenceuisraaeded and costly intrusion
by the city

concern for physical safty.

Reduce trash (which attracts animals)

Nothing

Help keep neighborhoods clean

just weeds, grass and garbage in yard only!!

escalating and unaffordable construction costs

Cost to ownwers in current economy and governmentvisiéion

Too much government interference, not to mention enforcecasi.

We'd like for the idea to be shelved indefinitely.



keeps things safe

Not much.

| am in favor of codes that directly and physicallyeaffa neighbor such as smell from
garbage, water that erodes neighboring property, weedsrdsst over property lines
Possible to clear up some hazards, especially tragh pile

nothing

Nothing good can come of it.

Not much, unfortunately we do need some minimium stand@h#sleast government
necessary is the best government.

good if apply to only health and safety concerns

helps with safety issues

| don't like the proposed codes except listed above

It keeps the neighborhood property values up.

Very little

That it could be used to ensure that those who do not fyaaee for their property nor
give proper consideration to their property’s effecsarrending property would have
consiquences for their lact of concern and/or action.

Junk laying around a yard should be cleaned up.

If the purpose was to provide safe conditions or safeduwealth, | would be in favor of
property maintenance codes.

if the issue involves safety, it's important

Safety concerns

increases safety

Q.20 What concerns do you have about exterior propertytema@nce codes? (dialogue box)

Owner’s comments that answerddoh’t Know” whether they want a property maintenance code:

see #2-compliance/cost/legality/enforcement

| have a 94-year old house that is being continually mameteas we are able to afford it.
These proposed policies have me wondering if the citycatine over and mandate instant
and constant repairs on everything. I'm not drawing rémhpfropert whose sense of
beauty do we cater to? the owner's | hope

Overly restrictive codes. Making city workers go be¢ns in neighborhood disputes.

It would have been nice if you had allowed enough room in #6nwplete the comment.
Comment box too small.

They subvert the freedom of the property owner to live tieey wish.

MY ONLY CONCERN IS THAT THIS IS BEING CONSIDERED...

financial burden to owners and red tape

Problems with appeals and money that will be spentupidsproblems arising from it
You dont care about the people that have trouble alne#@tythe current codes.
Discriminate against the poor

| am concerned that they will be one size fits &khm especially concerned that it will be
reactionary -- closely mowed lawns pitted against jriar front yard vegetable gardens.
when code goes too far with no relation to safetygf@mple specifying length of grass
too many city regulations



these are abused in other communities and target the pdon't care to get harrassed if |
dont mow my lawn twice a week.

They could increase resentment and dissention betmesghbors.

How about making sure everyone shovels their sidewalks

REALISTIC

| thought we already had code that involved safety.

No lawn/weed height requirements

The city getting to involved in telling citizens how to live

lack of funds of property owner to fix the deficiencid'sn afraid that some can not afford
to fix things even tho they would like to. Will need to édavsupport system to help those
who can not afford the fix yet the fix needs to beedon

<----check this sentence again

They will as poorly structured as the no furniture on thatfporch for rental ordinance and
the 200 dollar fine for no lid on the garage can ordinance.

Is the City of Ames prepared to enforce additional codes?

That citizens do not know enough and that the process ustttths discussion was
improper.

it could be very subjective, up to the inspector's interpogta

Some people can't pay for these things.

| am concerned more with safety than cosmetics.

would propose local resources that could help, such aateeluorganizations, etc. | think
taking the diplomatic route first is best...as is fmgdout why the property is in "trouble”
before an appriate solution can be enacted. The number of

our water system or clean air. |1 don't consider rohipks a nuisance..

If people want to live in a neighborhood that has ocaws, thats where they can choose to
buy their house. Retroactively applying beautificatiodes to all owner occupied homes
violates a home owners property rights.

My largest concern is that these codes will be usexhtorce primarily cosmetic standards.
| feel that safety issues related to structures and grepare already sufficiently regulated.
The ONLY new areas of regulation | can get behind at thi

| am concerned that eco friendly and water smart yaitibe prohibited by heighth
requirements for vegetation.

More city interference in private matters

costs, different codes ex. historical areas vs natiesd areas, time frame to complete
work, will there be restrictions to colors etc.

Going to far with people having their on agendas, such @s balow concerning clearing
snow off streets and what kind of time limits will gpd® have to fix their properties.

| am concerned about instituting codes at this time af@tic instability. | would prefer

to see help for property owners in need if such codesdaneaban they might lose their
homes.

they could create additional expenses for people who diéfeeent priorities/needs
(especially elderly, ill, financially strapped persons)

the ones expressed above. Rentals are a business m&d ghwuld have to meet codes to
make money from their business. and keep the city inwithethe private homes.

who really determines what needs to be done



If the codes are too strict then those who are phygidasiabled, low-income, or old may
not be able to meet the codes.

They should focus mainly on health and safety issues.

Thoughtless enforcement of certain codes

Can't be too rigid so that it disallows creativity

Most garbage, unused furniture, ice boxes and refers

Codes should NOT be established based on aesthetituerbhased criteria

Over regulation by the goverment(city)

Too many harmful sprays are used on lawns and too much waissd up. What about all
the conservation of water initiatives in the summer?

too invasive

There must be codes/laws on the books covering thesmdest It's a matter of dealing
with each case straight up. No need to punish the whads ftor something little Billy
does. Go to Billy and set him straight.

City government imposing Draconian rules on private gisze

Minimizes the individual property owners rights. If ywant to live with these rules move
to a neighborhood that has them.

Infringement upon Property Owners legal rights. The fisleecterm "codes" carries legal
meaning, who's responsible for enacting it. Some neighbmr't always get along with
each other because of biases. What prevents frivolaunss®

Infringing upon personal property rights

Our house is 100 and we have put alot of money in the lotisiechas been over a 15 year
time span. My house is far from perfect Idon't thinis ifaiir to have a code that tells me
where to spend my money. What if | can't afford it?

people then we should step in. | think this could becongesy slope and take away
some property rights we now have. If i pay for somegtlaind own it . | don't need sone
one telling me what and how to keep it

RECOURSE AGAINST SOME NEIGHBORS

That the city will go overboard. Some people just caafford some repairs.

| have a strong concern that these codes could "go tomfdrat they may place
unreasonable restrictions on property owners.

| would like to see the code address safety issuespsotatic issues.

How will they be enforced?

Many people do not have the time, money, skill, or playsibility to keep up with codes.
Who will enforce them? Tickets will just add further ficgl burden on the poor.

that they should be regulated and observed + determinethélyado not meet the code by
competent,trained city employees. Especially people avh experts in the areas
concerned. This should not be a reported on by neighbddaraplaintants.

Being too strict; owners that may have limited income

Too many codes or codes that are too stringent could belarban the elderly and people
who are struggling financially.

That they will be too strict, require too much conformity.

sidewalks

FINANCIAL BURDEN ON LOW INCOME OR ELDERLY OR UNEMPODYED
OWNER-RESIDENTS



» | think the strongest argument for a city code is thaoudiliic safety. Appearances are a
matter of judgement, but if there are health and s&styes, then the code could serve a
purpose.

* Too far reaching that they might dictate against wild 8o\rairie grass gardens and
institute more wasteful lawns or concrete surfacespittanote run-off and exacerbate
flooding

» They might require too much uniformity; | would like to seieties of landscaping, etc.;
long grass does not concern me as much as junk and befugeallowed to lie in front
yards.

» should not become an approved planting list or approvedt gaors

* Ifit is too restrictive, it will be oppressive and &ifndividuality.

* They smack of forced conformity, neighborhood covenantsisive government, and
running poor people out of town

* They will be too rigid and favor mowed lawns over gardens

* What all would be includede

» Case by case effort to work with abuse needed.

» Invasion of personal property and enforcement of cookiercsiyle

* Making sure that codes are realistic and enforceable.

* Will be so controlling that you have to spend more monag glou have to keep it perfect.

 DON'T mandate use of herbicides or length of grass ordiptantings. these are personal
and ecological choices.

e judgment and enforcement

» They nay interfer with personal rights

* Could be too strict and cost to enforce the codes

* Rentals and owner occupieds need to have the same standards.

» Owner affordable, funding for enforcement, excessiverobriuture code changes.

» possible abuse in enforcement

» potential for empowering picky individuals

Owner’s comments that answerdeéaVor” whether they want a property maintenance code:

* too much red tape by the city government for property updat@siotenance

* Too much regulation and enforcement is tough

» That they will not be utilized properly.

* Too expensive. City taxes here are already very high.

* Money should be available to help people who don't Haereénoney to do the
improvements.

* enforcement

* The inability to draw a clear line at that is/is notiolation and the potential costs
involved if | find myself in violation of some part of tkede.

* Fine line of Imposing on personal property owner rights gneferences

* Might impose excessive expense for poor people.

* I think it is very important to see some of these ideas

» Even enforcement throughout the city

* How will they be enforced.

* Proper balance with individual owner judgements.



too restrictive - or subjective

The codes must balance a particular property ownghssrwith those whose property
values will be impacted by what someone does with thepgsty.

that they will not be enforced

Being too strict and/or creating a burden on low-incomeedaherly residents

Too narrow of guide lines

Things that are enforced must not require lots of mo®ople who have little money can
still take the time to improve their property if it doésequire lots of money. Lazyness
should not be an acceptable excuse for poor maintenance.

Possibly infringing on individual rights of property owners

too many codes taking away individualism

Landlords that don't care, The number of people to mathegerogram, never enough.

| don' t think we need "Big Brother" but we do need sonmaroon sense guidelines so that
neighborhoods remain pleasant and not a health hazard.

Lower-income people have fewer resources to maint&in homes but also are often the
ones whose houses are older and more in need of manee There need to be programs
in place to help them make the needed repairs and impents.

How will it be enforced? And economic impact for owne

Neighborhood should be maintained - home owners shawld khat there are expectations
for manitaining a property when they purchase it.

The code must not be too expensive - it must be affordabkell. homeowners
Economically, some homeowners cannot to update thgwepno

Keep it simple and explicit. Concentrate on thosend that affect the neighborhood.
None

Enforcement -- our guess is that some people with "s=ies" will be people who cannot
afford to make the change, and cannot afford to pay a fise; #is is mostly a subjective
policy--who's to say what's a problem?

garbage, unused cars, yards that look like dump yards

Must fair and enforced properly.

I'm concerned that maintenance codes won't be enfoAednalogous code is the
requirement to remove snow from sidewalks - yet nofesdewalks are not shoveled
creating dangerous walking conditions.

| hope landlords will be responsible for things theinters don't do.

Who is responsible for labor & costs?

concerned there may be too many requirements or regentem

everyone can't afford all repairs

People who can't afford to do the upkeep, whoever is witpefinding out who turned
them in and getting back at them some way.

Hardship on the poor and those on fixed incomes

what are the implications for enforcement--who willijaat what cost?

They might be difficult to enforce

None

That they don't get overly restrictive.

That they may get out of control

Hard to define; who will make judgements



5. Rules which would result in unnecessary expenditurdsfmeowners

That they will not be enforced by the City of Amedlmat enforcement will be paid for in
the form of higher property taxes.

What the city might consider "weeds" - native plagiare not weeds.

cost to homeowners

enforcement?

unkept properties deteriorate our city face

If there are current codes, they seem to be very seddorced.

that somehow, certain property owners(especially tadd) will be able to skirt the issues,
as they already are

There might be too many complaints by neighbors.

none

enforcement

it is too vague ,staff could treat everyone different

Cost for low income families and elderly

spite enforcement-not uniform

Standards could be set too high, for example on grasstheigh

Difficulty for elderly or those in poverty

That they would be create a city of look-alike projesrt

financial strains to those who can't afford expensive repair

Infringes on personal property rights; discriminatory. Rooing because of economic
downturn which will result in more and more citizensigeinable to maintain property as
well as they did in the past. One person's garden ihar®tveed patch

Too intrusive on people's liberties w/ their own propertgoAdiscriminates against low
income/elderly who may not be able to upkeep.

MUST BE CAREFUL - DON'T GO TOO FAR

Could be used vindictively

Where is the line drawn? i.e. Paint on houses. Howhrpeeling is too much?
Appearance issues are up to judgement

Implementation. Will Ames actually implement it§gjorements? As an example, re: snow
removal concerns, please visit the Lincoln Way bikd/sidewalk from west Ames to
campus any winter for the last 18 years for examplewisig "no".

These codes need to be fair, simply-worded, and enforce@hisy mean nothing if they
are all bark, no bite.

over regulation, lack of common sense regulations shrteends to happen with
government

there should be some consideration for income levelgeants should be offered to those
that can't afford major improvements.

going too far and infringing on indiviual rights

Don't want it to burden those that can't afford talfigir property

Inconsistent enforcement. Financial problems for ptymexner

Too rigid of codes or neighbors with a differnt opinionb@auty- espeically "natural grass
or landscaping" fitting into a grass height code.



Ask the paperboys about how accessable peoples yards@arean't even walk down
every sidewalk. Add an element of assitance when needéd elderly. Give lists to
church groups and community orgs in lieu of fines.

| want the Codes to Be Keep to A minimum. And dont weeighbors to Beable to use it
against each other, because they dont like how theyatedbier yard.

Codes cannot be so restrictive that owners are mated to personalize their property
People may not be able to afford to upgrade if they havhdetproperty get run down.
Enforcement-how? What cost? Will violators have tbein funds to repair their
violations.

They can cause people to be over policed and cause fihaadahips.

cost of application and who will enforce

Their application must be reasonable, to avoid a petage. Only those items should be
included that clearly endanger public safety or public viewgerénce is needed for people
gone on vacation whose lawns grow long, etc.

over enforcement

Poor or elderly may suffer loss if assistance is natlavle

Prairie restoration and other naturalistic gardening ldindicount as "too tall grass™!

not everyone agrees on what is the least acceptable

spiteful neighbors reporting on others to harrass them

Specifiying grass height is not very good, but using a noxioesl w&ndard is better - IE
Bullthistle. Make weeds a requirement on anyone ir2thie zoning rules outside of city
limits.

Might curtial peoples creative landscaping.

keep focus on safety, not aesthetics

That some people can't afford to make improvements aacdéarot physically able. If
people lived out of Ames and own here, they need to kegptdo.

that they may be too picky, create too much expensédgeton fixed income

that they only crack down on rentals, and let the owneupied run wild.

Penalties if owners elderly or low income or disabled

They should not punsih people who are different suchasetwho have "natural” yards.
They should focus on neglect, not difference

None

Garbage and cutting the lawn are easy to maintain, butifttha property owner simply
can't afford fix eternal problems, ie; new siding, newcecete, etc. These are all expensive
to do and not affordable to most.

That unreasonable requirements will force people to spemnd than they can afford and
that they will not be able to landscape their yard @y that pleases them

fair notice of violation; time consideration

If not all properties are included

Don't want them to become Gestapo codes

I'm afraid, that like the limit on unrealated people inta¢ houses, this would just be one
more ordinance that would be ignored by the city.

perhaps being the godfather to some folks

It could be a personal taste judgement call.

The lack of enforcement by the city.

There seems to be almost no enforcement.



too strict: time after notice given for enforcement

not sure right now

The city might get too officious carry it too far. pemphlve rights to express themselves as
well as responsibilities to help take care of the aitgt their neighbors

they can't be too severe or restrictive. Property owstélshould have some latitude, but
safety issues or properties that diminish property valudesrability of neighboring
properties should be corrected.

Possibility of overzealous restrictions/enforcement

| don't want to impose the opinion of the majority ceming appearance that does not
affect safety

How will they be enforced?

garages falling in? no siding on the house (like on Norsheva in 2400 block) all need to
be fixed.

ability to enforce

Cost to taxpayers with the inevitable legal fights owleas are out of code will cause.
None

Educating homeowners and enforcement.

Overreaching; don't allow for individuality; negative iagb on low-income owners or
elderly.

Too much city regulation, everyone would not agree ordstals

Concern about excessive rigidity of rules

Over zealous enforcement and/or selective enforcement

| don't want to get a ticket for not painting my houge,.e

enforcement is cumbersome and will require repetitioonitoring and staff time

I'm concern about the degree to which some people wabbeto meet the code. | can see
the elderly and disable being negatively impacted.

cost for individuals to meet codes

Next door neighbor as garbage piled from the floor ta#ikng inside his house--could be
a health hazard

| don't want the city to over step their bounds, veatif too many codes are in place you
won't have a say in what goes on on your property.

How will enforcement be handled, ie only if a complsntoiced or will there be automatic
inspections by City staff of all property. What is thgact on my taxes to cover this code?
I'm concerned that there could be financial dificulties.

Too many ordinances; no interior inspection

They should not be unduly restrictive, and should aflawdifferences in personal taste.
Property owners should be given ample time to addregsdgsand existence of a city code
should not substitute for communication between neighbor

may become too restrictive/expensive

there should be a certain amount of leeway for owoeupied

costs (time, money) for enforcement; equitable enfoecg¢m

NONE

Why are rentals not included

too much micro-management

It will come down to judgment calls



| do not like to have to report problems | would like irgpes to seek out problems

Are there funds to enforce the codes or will they Ibeligd? A code is only as effective as
the enforcement used.

increased neighborhood appearance and property values

that these be enforced, especially sidewalk maintenance

Inconsistent enforcement or no real consequences faongliance. | also have a concern
that unreasonable codes and enforcement would interfdrenarimal enjoyment of
property by responsible homeowners.

| hope the city will use common sense and not be togpick

Can't imagine that the City would go after little viodets

how they will be inforced

Requires good faith among neighborhood residents and ditysteeasonable
enforcement.

The codes won't be enforced.

That they not pose a hardship on poor people.

I'm afraid that the city staff would not be able to eoéoit. It seems like the current codes
sometimes aren't enforce (campus town) parking on yardsciesiifparking, etc.

How well they would be enforced.

Once passed, such codes need to be enforced; there maamyrbany codes that are not
enforced unless a citizen complains. That should notdxssary where violations are
extreme and/or potentially dangerous.

Include list of proptery maintenance codes in monthltyibill or explore other ways
They are inadequately enforced already

| would have some concern that they not be so sgith Aecome punative for low income
housing occupants.

Situations where an elderly or low income owner cooldafford repairs.

The health of the people living in the house. Can tieethe exterior work. maybe they
need to hire it done, have neighbors help or move to atmagat.

They need to be fairly enforced if enacted. They couldfb®acial strain for some
families. It may be difficult to set standards sushhaw high is too high for grass, or how
much paint peelong is too much, etc.

that they be equitably applied

None at this time

Properties where there are problems now will be the tmeppose the codes.

that they won't be enforced

they be for publicly viewable areas only (i.e. if a backkdsan disrepair in a fenced or
otherwise obscured back yard it should not be regiredet proposed maintenance codes)
That they be reasonable and allow for different idmal®ndscaping especially.

None

lack of enforcement..trying just to be "neighborly"

Need to be fair and reasonable

enforcement of the codes

there may be elderly, disabled or impoverished folks vammat do the required repairs or
clean up

Uniform enforcement



None - other than avoiding a completety uniform appearance

None really. Unless | needed to make a repair that Hotdfford at the time.
individual costs

none

none - It Helps maintain the property value and fe@eijhborhood

they should be fair and reasonable

Residents who cannot afford such upkeep. Especially adex dn fixed incomes
Poor enforcement

May be difficult for some owners to keep up with expense.

None

they may get too ridgid and turn enforcers into lawn nazis

Impact of code on people with low income. Determiningtiilar home owner is making
efforts to maintain....or if the owner is choosinggndre common sense
maintenance/improvement because he or she wantsdsehto be a problem.
Inspection and enforcement of such a code/ordanance

lack of enforcement

They may be too strict - some are financially limigsdto what they can do.

none

who is going to be oversight authority and enforcement?

We need more city support on sidewalk clearing in the winter

Only that they will be inforced.

That the codes will not be enforced consistantly

Consistent enforcement.

will the city have teh guts to enforce

If they are not enforced.

| am concerned about the ability for some in our comtyuaipay for upgrading their
property to bring it into compliance with current/futemaes.

none

Costs of compliance for for homeowners and cost afreament.

Uneven application

They must be reasonable. They must be enforced.

neighbors trees that do damage to property not cleaningarpdamage...not taking
responsibility for repairs/clean up, and just leaving debris

must be uniformily enforced

* Ensure everyone is well-aware of codes and they arecedfo

Owner’s comments that answerdgdgpos€ whether they want a property maintenance code:

They restrict the rights of home owners. They isgoosts on home owners which they
may not be able to afford. They establish a precedemefuiring conformity to the tastes
of influential persons.

Standards vary from neighborhood to neighborhood. Its nibhave the variety. Its easy to
over regulate this type of thing.

wE ALREADY HAVE THE CODES WE NEED FOR THIS

The loss of private property rights.

Ames should consider joing the USSR



they will be unfairly applied. What if I had a ntivelaflower garden? Who decides if they
are weeds or not?

Adamant inspection supervisors

| don't mind keeping my front yard grassed and cut, but ktHeglmy back yard should be
up to me. My back yard was in native lowa plants whempwehased our home over 20
years ago and | want to keep it that way! | have Phiger lillies,

Enforcing and regulating are real concerns. Both would&®#tat will come from where?
Excessive government involvement in my life.

Too totalitarian with possibilities for abuse. Could paeainidividuals with insufficient
funds to address problems particularly in the current hHargs.

This is more Big Brother, nanny-state, social engineeyimyg at the local level. What will
come after this?

This could be very intrusive, could be used by neighbors whi ldae each other for
harrassment, and the city does not have the persanestdrce.

It's nitpicking and intrusive.

| do not want my neighbors informaing on me, or my neiginbors, and | do not line the
idea of instusive people from the city scrounging thru myéiand property to determine
if | amn "legal”

Freedom!

don't need any more regulations

| am concerned that asthetics are personal tasteaamdtcbe mandated...what if | wanted
to deliberately landscape my yard in "prarie" style wigmgnlong grasses and so forth?
Would someone else see that as unkept?

making it too expensive to own a home

This all started as a rental code workgroup that logags. Rental properties are a
business that require related business expenses. Resideopiatties are not businesses
and should not be included at this time.

| do not believe the city should dictate to the pevatoperty owner; however, rental
properties are a business & should be under stricter .codes

codes already in place should be enforced

Some people are poor or elderly and need help.

Restrictions related to asthetics rather than sadstietics are too subjective

restrictive & wideranging

If I wanted this kind of meddling i would have bought a hdnssn HOA-controlled area.
Poor people and those living in older homes/neighborhootibevdutomatically
discriminated against (which | suspect is the main idehi®proposal). People that work
full-time will also have problems.

Aren't we supposed to be celebrating diversity? If you wahwe in a neighborhood were
all the houses and yards look alike, then move topreend.

Were do | start..... if a property doesn't meet the mimnacceptable standards, who is
going to pay for the improvements? -- | don't know alyout but | don't exactly have any
spare change these days. Heck, do my brand new aspaglestsomply, or

Individual rights

A person's home should not be threatened by the cigefsthetic issues. There are
developments for homeowners who require a certaintiodeir surroundings. Outside of



those "gated" type neighborhoods, is the real world, &vheople make improvemen

too much infringement of individual rights

it is the business of the property owners/renters aniyeet existing law/code

Limit use and utility of property. There are plentya#s in place...

They infringe on private property rights

driving up cost of living for fixed income or low wage resident

NOTHING. CITIZENS OF AMES ARE FOR THE MOST PART CQI&ZINANT OF
PROPERTY VALUES AND TAKE CARE OF THEIR WON. THE MFOR

EXCEPTION IS ABSENTEE LANDLORDS. IF YOU SELECTED RHAL

PROPERTY TO BE CODED, AND LEFT PRIVATE PROPERTY ANE, THAT

MIGHT BE A GOOD

This is an unwarranted infringement of property rights

| know it's tough to put in code, but can the city providdigpute" court where the city
helps neighbors bring up issues with their neighborsowttanonymously calling the
police. The former might foster relationships in tleghborhood, the la

financial burden to owners and red tape

If you own your own home, you do not need the city diictghow you keep it up, the city
should concentrate on the public places that we pagnidiforget about playing big brother
about how high your grass is. In other words, mind your bssine

INCREASE COST OF ADMINISTRATION

This could potentially just create ill-will between neighd-let's not legislate every little
thing.

It is up to each property owner to maintain their own bBousis not anyone's business to
tell someone what to do in their own house that tdvey. This will devolve into "you can't
paint that shade of blue."

| understand the desire to keep property values up and easeing but implementing
codes that penalize those who cannot afford complianeee too ill or elderly to comply is
very very objectionable.

They punish residents who are poor, ill and old. Thissepectful to seniors.

Another example of wasting taxpayer dollars to suit igraent agendas

Codes will actually inhibit people from doing artistiaddagreative things with their
property. If people want covenants, let them moveddiMidge where you can't even
hang out your laundry! Get the government off my back!

They are another way to tax people; impossible to enfprodlems should be dealt with at
the neighbor to neighbor level, not involving government; wofaivate property rights
who gets to decide what is aceptable and safe. careabltditlady be kicked out of her
home for not cutting the grass?

It imposes some opinions on all properties. more ruEssimore to inforce. nit pickers
would be in heaven, costly to residents not able to cormppbperty rights issues

TOO MUCH DISCRETION TO CITY INSPECTORS.

THE NEIGHBORS WON'T ABIDE BY IT.

should apply to rental units only.

There are already ordinances that permit the citydw your grass and send you a bill.
The city can already require you to correct conditidkesmost of those pictured -- or even
condemn your property under exteme circumstances.

Creating a police state.



| don't want the city of Ames telling me how to takeecof my property--it's too intrusive
and paternalistic..

Freedoms being taken away

City staffing costs go up; pits neighbor against neighbathem thing for citizens to argue
about.

Giving the City any more control than they already have.

Property Owner's Rights/ additional rules / no faiywaenforce - subjective / City already
can't enforce current rules such as clearing sidwalksaaf ¢ provides a hammer for petty
persons / no real value to community / forced urban rahew

NOT FAIR TO PEOPLE WHO ARE ALREADY STRUGGLING DURKB THESE

HARD ECONOMIC TIMES. SOME PEOPLE ARE JUST ABLE T®AKE THEIR
MORTGAGE PAYMENTS AND DO NOT HAVE EXTRA MONEY TO BEND ON
MAINTENANCE FOR THEIR HOME

This is the worst idea we can hear right now.

People are struggling just to get by. | am afraid it wilhbed on those, me included, to
have the money to do all the things that might need tiobhe. | have a 5 year plan. | can't
make changes all at once.

unfair

They impose the will of a minority of white, upper-andddie-class people onto everyone
else. There are thousands of more important thinfgsrcommunity than what our
property looks like, but not to some people.

They impose the will of a minority of white, upper-andddie-class people onto everyone
else. There are thousands of more important thinfgsrcommunity than what our
property looks like, but not to some people.

EVERYTHING

They impose the will of a minority of white, upper-andddie-cla

They will be unequally applied. | dare say the slum la@mis alot of landlords in the city
will never have to answer to them.

Let people live as they choose Nobody likes a nosy niggir know it all gov.People
should be allowed to live by there own standards as Istigd@es not endanger there
nieghbors.

It will limit my freedom to live on the property | own @pay taxes on.

Old ladies and idiots complaining about property they dixe't |

That it will ruin the character of the town

more government intervention

Aesthetic choices should be up to the individual, not tiye ci

Unfair application, anonymous complaints, abuses by asafwlividuals.

| feel that the city government is overstepping its apatgjurisdiction.

PERSONAL RIGHTS ARE TAKEN AWAY,SOCIALISM, SUBJECTIX,

| think enforcement would be very difficult to implemdairly. The city does not have the
resources to do this. Lawsw on the books already addzedth land safety issues, rather
than matters relating primarily to visual conformity. dnmber of

It is an infringement on personal property rights; aroésbcialism. Aren't there alrady
rules that take care of individual complaints such ashaveled side walks

smacks of cookie-cutter regulations; discriminatory topfeewith limited money

too much governmental intervention



they go too far

Arbitrary enforcement--who can judge when painting is donés it just when some
disagreeable neighbor decides to harass you

Overstepping boundaries.

Infringement upon personal property rights

a minority of unkept homes is causing the majoritygadgulated. Unless a home is
unsafe to the general public it should not be regulatetiebgity ordinance any more than
currently done via building/city code permits

Ames already has almost impossible-to-follow guidelioebasement remodeling and |
fear the city will have ridiculously picky and overbiegrrules that will hurt innocent
people

Codes should be for safety only. | have a real proltaen people with recession proof
government jobs want to trounce on the property rightserfyfene else. You people
obviously have too much freetime to dream up crap like this.

This idea was inappropriately brought to the forefront bgramittee that exceeded its
delegated function - the regulation of RENTAL propefyo home owners were consulted
or allowed on the committee. This whole process needtart from scratch wit

| believe that property maintenance codes should bege#& inforced for rental property
only. What | want to do to my privately owned home ig pathe reason | purchased my
own home in the first place - to have the freedomhatw want.

I'm concerned that these codes will discourage in-obg foroduction and innovation.
cost to home owners, city and neighbors being overmarre

owner occupied applications along with rentals

Inspector's judgment/inconsistencies

consistency, enforcement, other priorities in the city

Inspector's judgment/in

consistency, enforcement, other priorities in the city

They wouldn't be enforced evenly.

They can become an instrument of harassment used ageamdeé who are different or
odd.

Uniform enforcement

The codes have to be uniformly applied and enforced. Soamepmay not be able to
afford needed repairs. Poorer residents should have sohwd kw interest loans available
for funding upkeep.

Made a distinction between safety and appearance. Mdidgemy high grass because it
provides wildlife habitat.

picky neighbors and unnecessary complaints, mandatingdelkatnot need to be
mandated

Most of these categories are not items that posilicsafety issue. Attention should only
be placed on only those conditions that affect thettnesdfety and welfare of the public.
Why should we force people who can barely support theesaind their family to spend
extra money and time to fix up their homes? Let'dnyab cover up our local poverty
issues, instead, we should direct our resources to helpsg people.

Government interference in private property;requiremfemtthe poor that they may not be
able to afford

facisism



health and safety issues only

You infringe on property owners rights to live the way theynt.

It would be used for more than just the most extremesca®o much big brother...worried
about the cost of this program...don't need anothenuvevsource that pays for itself by
issuing more tickets, thereby needing to ticket nonemdrcases.

loss of property rights and the additional cost fooraléble housing

CC&R's already cover many of the items listed aboveeiner neighborhoods in the city,
and additional intrusion by the city government into pevaiatters and private concerns is
unwarranted and a costly waste of precious taxpayerslolla

Cost of enforcement

The city will get carried away with their enforcemedeighbors will use the code as a way
to police their neighborhood and cause friction. Loweime people won't be able to afford
mandated repairs.

| am concerned they would disproportionally punish low meaesidents, and | think there
are better ways to deal with these issues than codemly be punative.

Too intrusive and can be subjective.

Whos view of beauty do you cater to? the owners | hope.

It will go too far--too conformist and narrow minded peoplémes and will enforce their
will on others

Government interference with private property rights

Abuse for personal reasons. Terrible result by enfor@mthose who want to maintain but
can't afford yet.

RV's should be allowed.

Trimming overhanging shrubs & trees from walkways ismboeeed, so what's the point of
adding more codes that won't be enforced?

The essentials are already covered by neighborhood an@dpeeit covenants, which are
already not enforced.

At a time when many homeowners are stretched to be@blake mortgage payments, we
don't think now is the time to impose additional regutaithat add to the financial burdens
already being experienced.

High cost of City mandated repairs for elderly anddowmcome homeowners

Overreach of government

| don't know who would decide. My landscaping is not likerggne elses. It's not just
lawn, but it looks good. What if someone on the pamddés that my landscape is
unacceptable? My plants could be someone else's "weeds."

One person's beloved garden is another person's eye'ssebjective

that disabled persons or folks on limited income woulduse by them

You've already made it hard enough for lower income getmpafford to own a house. |If
you do all this, most of us will have to give up our honasalse we won't be able to be
"in compliance” with your elitist code.

| don't think how a property looks should be in the codmeliough it may affect value of
neighboring property

I'm very concerned about 1) Forcing a landscaping esthtpeople, 2) forcing people to
make repairs they cannot afford

Rentals only



| am very concerned with city officials and neighbdisking their noses in issues that
don't directly affect them. There is no direct haomthers that will come from neighbors'
roofs, decks, exhaust vents, etc. The intrusion is notigus

big brother telling me what my front yard should look like

The CITY would have a tool to force people out of theimbe if they do not comform to
society's standards.

The code should apply equally to owner occupied and rentaépyoif we are serious
about having our neighbourhoods loking attractive. There haen more complaints filed
about owner occupied dwellings than rental units.

| want to be able to express myself in my own unique way

people not being able to afford upkeep or not having needed resdanmaintain

| feel that you will be forcing people that may not édke resources to try to repair
properties.

none

Reduce private property rights

Efforts would be made to force those who are not ituatson where they can not properly
address the issues brought forth, i.e. an elderly pevbois house is safe for living but
unsightly to look at, would be forced to chose to speadey they

I'm concerned they will not be enforced just as thetiegi€odes are not enforced.

The inspection department is trying to do too much.

This situation seems to be a ruse by rental owners td theraeed for maintenance codes
for rental properties. Enforcement of existing rentgutations is currently very lax as can
be seen from the number of rental properties that fiawe yard p

main concern is danger of imposing one esthetic and gékaifficult for less wealthy or
people with a different esthetic to live in commun{#dso, would this create unnecessary
work for inspectors?)

Other peoples opinions on what is proper

more expensive, increases conformity, decreases\atgati

Q.21 Additional comments (dialogue box)

Owner’s comments that answerddoh’t Know” whether they want a property maintenance code:

home @ 627 7th St.historic district(?) unfinished paitogykars! Would city have
grants/low interest loans for those willing to make inwemaents? Will landlords fight this?
outside storage is not the same as garbage

We have had poorly maintained houses in on Ridgewood. Whers were either elderly
or had some emotional or mental problems. How wili gddress those issues? What
happens when you fine a 90 year old person who is not aleup their house

This is a really, really bad idea.

outside garbage should be covered by other regulations

Dont think its right to try and tell the public what tieeperson property should look like
and try and get properties to be up to code is not right.attenwhat city your in, making
someone follow rules is not correct

Parking is a real issue in this town. You should workpgople to make it more
convienent.

help me understand why it would only apply to owner occupiedesty



If laws are passed, they should not be actively enfotmgtdynly enforced when complaints
are received.

DOMT BURDEN US NOW WITH ENPENSES WE DONT HAVE THEGNEY FOR

| know we have code preventing refrigerators and coucbaslieing left in yards.

| doubt if this city council can come up with a commense code in our lifetime.

this is too short to leave adequate comments

| would hope that codes would not be punative in a majorbuay

problem properties is really small; it seems unfair taearall with extra rules when few
people are causing a problem...not to mention, this isyagvey area...much about what is
safe/unsafe and/or asthetically pleasing are personabapini

| am very interested in participating in a focus group.astiecontact me!

i would support landscaping regulations designed to mininizeff, but none that exist
for "aesthetics". Do NOT prohibit outside storage atemnals that are properly contained.
| am really concerned at how nit picky some of the santeild become and set neighbors
against neighbors not looking at individual's tastes, €thiocd needs

as much as | want things to look nice, aesthetics dhmailbe addressed in the code if we
really want to be an "inclusive" community--there argt foo many opinions on what looks
good

The city should be in the business of helping home osumet make things more
restrictive.

This could lead to discrimination against to people mentionedeab

Rentals should look like owner occupied

There should be a survey on renter-occupied properties atiteaimn owner-occupied
properties, but both need to be based on health and.BagBtgrs have no authority to
maintain properties so owners should be required to nraihtase properties

Need more info about the proposed codes&inforcement d@icsaies

The City should concentrate on fixing the streets. Names on trimmed lawns are no
good when all the streets are cracked. It's disgradedwple should be able to have prairie
areas...we don't need every yard a carbon copy of all.

Not convinced of the real need for maintenance codes

Defeat this issue

What are other communities inacting and is there aldenefit for more codes. I'd question
the use of the term codes, and | would change it quickbalse what you would be
establishing are ordinances.

Depending on how far reaching this code is, (siding, windfosdations, etc), | suggest
adding a long compliance period for new homeowners whooupy a previously
dilapidated building. We don't want to punish people whdalgng the city.

THIS COULD UGLY FOR AMES. WHY DID THEY PUT HOME OWERS IN WITH
THE INNITIAL STUDY?

Need to control trash issues so as not to provide ahfrmbamdents.

As a homeowner | certainly understand the desire to davell kept neighborhood and
even concerns about property values. However, beingtemd Ames resident and
planning on being so in the future, | would prefer to see Aeries residents how t

Some of the existing codes already go too far, in mgiopi(no sofas on the porch, etc.).
Trying to force people to paint their houses every fewsyemnd similar things, is a



hopeless attempt, any way. You couldn't even force peomtstall sidewal

Don't you have something better to do?

I'd strongly prefer that the city work with churchesjecgroups, student groups, etc. to get
them involved in helping to voluntarily improve propertiedo not want to see the city
make many mandates except ones which are safety-related.

If there are currently codes for "grass height and wesd®ntal properties, no one has
been enforcing the code for the rental duplex acrosbamk fence.

It was a terrible thing that the city forced the Amemitiadian professor to either change his
grass or move away a few years ago. Hisyard wasetddoking one in that
neighborhood.

Hi, Susan! Thanks for the cookies!!

AMES PROPERTY TAXES ARE ALREADY A BURDEN FOR MANY ME

OWNERS, MANY OF THE CATEGORIES OF POTENTIALLY MANDRORY
FEATURES OF THE CODE SEEM TO ADD GREATER FINANCIARURDEN FOR
AESTHETIC AND NOT SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS.

Things that | can think of are garbage that is attragiexys or structural features that could
injure someone.

Please use caution in truly targeting the problems (egtréited by the photos on your
informational page) without overstepping onto personaicelscaround alternative
groundskeeping. For example, we use recycled rain banetlstay be banned by

| want the emphasis on safety and proper upkeep ratheutifanmity.

I'm glad we're having this discussion, but it also fright@es

There will be much opposition from libertarians

Basically think people should keep their homes and propeggad condition

Ames has always placed high importance on the individwhl am concerned that in order
to implement a group idea we will forget about the uniqgueesgssary to retain individual
satisfaction.

This survey is hard to take on line because the answess &e away from the question.
Should have put the answers to the immediate left aftlestions.

People should be allowed to naturalize their yards ratlagrbe required to mow, edge,
water and fertilize. | want to be allowed to be ariretiendly homeowner.

Who makes the decision for warning or action?

Same rules needed for all.

We often hear that we do not have the resources teimgsit and enforce the ruling. This
should apply to apartments.

My position is for a “neighborhood complaint driventgys” within which defined

property maintenance codes could only be brought to tlyebZibeighborhood
organizations. No individual should be empowered to callerauthorities. If no neighbo

Owner’s comments that answerdeéaVor” whether they want a property maintenance code:

They should be based on health and safety ratheaffgearance. Lanscaping safety issue,
no issues about grass. | cannot think of any issues regdaddscaping unless it caused a
safety hazard.

| have already answered the survey and would like to aatl Mibrgot to be what I think
would be an important code. Garbage cans left at thesterbor days after pickup.



The rules in Ames are les strict than many other conities. We shouldn't go over board,
but we need to provide more protection for neighbors.

| think a major problem is rental unit parking. We lived rtexa rental house on a small
circle drive where there were seven cars from theren&l house - most of these cars were
parking on the small circle.

Many of these issues are already addressed by other Wageeived a letter telling me to
trim my trees that overhung the sidewalk. | trimmed i | didn't see many changes
anywhere else in the neighborhood.

Instead of a "code", perhaps a better solution would EnEers and guidelines. If a
resident is deemed to fall outside the guildelines he woutdbbied along with
surrounding neighbors. If the neighbors don't objech the city shouldn't

It should leave some room for personal expression.

far too many people are failing to keep up with routine tnaimce

Who will inforce the program??

Too many rules and too strict an interpretation can héruhique aspects of a house, lot,
or neighborhood. The focus should be on health antlysadacerns. Fixing those will
improve the aesthetics. But don't focus on the aksshe

Seems that the "basic" concepts of property ownershiparieeing met in some
neighborhoods, things that affect safety such as grassngisnow removal and sanding.
These things need to be enforced! Why should some haweltothers not?

No to grass, yes to weeds; no to driveways, yes to sidlewas to grading pertaining to
impact on neighbors (ex: grading in my yard does not gawd#gems for neighbor; yes to
disposal of garbage within a reasonable time frame;

| would like to be part of a focus group but we are winggin FL annd won't return till late
March.

The city must identify an effective approach for endonent.

rental units only

| am pleased that you are proposing this property maceaiode. Hopefully it will be
enforceable and enforced

our neighborhood has a majority of homes that arekeet, but you can tell which ones
are rentals...the exterior maintenance is non extistéaéd they continue to run down with no
apparent concern by the "owners of the property"

How would it be determined when a private property is tossyeneeds repair, or
dangerous. How would a fine or penalty be determined? ihtamested in this issue but
will be in MN babysitting during both city meetings.

| have lived next door to a homeowner that leaves garbagendwdoes not maintain his
dwelling on a regular basis

should apply to all or none

not a weapon against low income residents

Don't want to see these codes become stringent "cotgne

The city already has codes that cover most of wehidted above. Unless there is a health
and safety risk these items should not be regulated hyitthe

Health and safety should be the only criteria.

This initiative is a very controling and at the sameetsocialistic and elitist. It is not
government's business to tell a homeowner if their gsas® high or how much peeling
paint is too much.



Keep very basic minimal standards

You should start by enforcing (i.e., issuing citations)ciamrent code violations,
particularly in regards to snow removal from sidewalkd Bwn mowing.

Should Apply to Rental Propertys As well.

Il hope we can find a reasonable balance, | am not déad ey answers, it's just a
starting point.

My motivation for responding is a neighbor who leakieses on their sidewalk, sprays
high-pressure water across the sidewalk, and has treehleiadangling at eye level above
the sidewalk. I've complained twice to the city, butn@tction.

Property codes should be enforced for rental property

Should be concentrated on signficant and safety related,don't like 20% peeling paint,
etc. Make it like the snow ordinance - complaintseBienforcement.

| know our neighbors thanked us after we moved into ourehand mowed, painted and
repaired. They didn't like having to look at before. I'dblame them. This survey is very
difficult to follow across the lines to answer. jgstyou know.

for low income homeowners, have people serve their ampdsed community service
time helping them bring their homes up to code.

as much as i would like for all homw owners to mamtaeir property my experience on
the P&Z a long time ago, when we tried the same thing,tha combining rental and
private homes will be the kiss of death. | recommeamhsating the two into

On the east side we have some terrible dumps that sbeul@aned up, but we also have
some who have well managed "wild" yards. Try to sealiffierence and not punish those
who are actively different.

Please make this happen.

WE WANT THIS!

should be all or no properties

| have lived around the United States and, honestly, wassigtked that a forward
looking community like Ames did not have exterior codes.

| am aware of a few properties that have been cleapedth encouragement from the city
staff. The improvements have made a positive improvemehe neighborhoods.
Continued parking of motor homes, snow mobiles, bodtem yard & not enclosed in
fence

| think we all should be able to keep up our houses so as betaalrain on the
neighborhood. There is a house on Duff that has lmresafe for sale for a long time. The
house next door has lots of peeling paint, does that inipastlabilty?

| am proud to live in this community and think efforts suckh&sto keep it a great place to
live are a good idea.

New homeowners, especially if they have never ownedrehoeed to be made aware of
the code.

Most people do a good job on keeping things looking goodhé'$etw that do not do their
job that need to be addressed.

who decides what is excessive peeling paint for example

If a building or parts of it is falling down, then citgauld have a method to address this,
and already does. Vents, chimney's,etc. do not effegtublic directly in it's incidental
interaction with the property.



need to clearly define categories to reach the real issukesot encourage nit picking
among neighbors. Congratulations to City staff and edeaticials for taking on the
uncomfortable issues with a comprehensive process.

| would hope the city would take the initiative to help findding, through grants etc., to
help owners that may be on a fixed income and might net theevresources to identify
those types of funds.

education and help to form plans for people if needed

| assume that similar standards would be applied to rprgpkrties as well. That would be
very important to us.

Trash is not picked up in front yards and public areas

Large size house/apt numbers - not script - need to baadnresidence - for safety
reasons.

none

Code should apply to all properties (residential, reatedmmercial). Codes need to be
clear as to minimize disputes as to what constituteslatian. The code also needs to be
clear as to consequences for violations (i.e. Citymdlv the lawn aft | live in a great
neighborhood now but my previous residence on Melroge Bad one property where the
residents parked in the yard and created a muddy mess,dhkah bencing, a mailbox
hanging crooked, trees that needed trimmed, etc. Extremes

none

Safety is the most important criteria. Standardspghatent property devaluation also
should be met.

Neighbors making a report should not be the only avenuactfam. City employees
should be able to act on non-comforming properties kiegt notice.

Interiors may be important for the safety of inhabgabtut more important are codes
governing externals because the general public is affected.

Please add trees and bushes overhanging sidewalks

| think it's long overdue and | appreciate all the work haat been started.

If properites are not being maintained because the oegwipants cannot affort it, perhaps
there could be an opportunity for a volunteer group to defpand/or some funds available
to help with the repairs. 1The city should take thel leerep

Property values stay high in cities/towns where propegect is not tolerated.

Should be limits on number of vehicles associated anthresidence- both inoperable and
operable vehicles

| support this effort

There should be a source of funding established

Well maintained properties will keep values up

My neighbors put in a shed that isn't even level. hgtine look of our neighborhood. Itis
in our covenent that people can't have sheds, but noboarcesifi.

We have lived between two 'owner-occupied' homeshiznatn't been 'lived’ in for some
time. It is frustrating to worry about how the upkeep willwould be handled.

Good for the community - reflects caring - neat andrclea

Sidewalk safety is an issue for me because | walk dosMad from failing or non-
existant retaining walls, branches, twigs, wet leawadnuts, acorns, etc. are something |
have to navigate on a daily basis. Mud from higher fyants is worst.

We need a code to deal with abandon property



It is a difficult issue but has needed to be addressezbfoetime. We currently have @
least three properties in our block that are becomingsance. It is a shame to see a
neighborhood deteriorate due to a few irresponsible propangrs.

warnings should come soon after an infraction and dtowpecial circumstances

We will be in the market to sell our home within theryaad this will not be possible until
our neighbors to the east clean up their back yard.files with junk, weeds, and
overgrown young trees. What a mess!!!!

Ames definately needs an exterior property maintenare co

We need more city support on keeping brush trimmed baak sitlewalks.

| live across the street from a man that owns atoact®on company and he has various
construction tools, used materials, and large pick up tmdkrailer that he parks in the
street. | believe that the exterior property maiateee would cover

Excellent idea. Benefit city and residents.

none

| attended the meeting on Feb. 2. Thank you for the apptytto learn and listen (I didn't
speak).

| moved to Ames 3 years ago. Newcomers see things that@s overlook. We were
appalled at the shabby houses, yards, stores, shops, gaodlgespns of junk and vehicles
stored on commercial and residential properties.

Although not current concern in recent months, we Ihaeea neighbor from across the
creek who has used Wilder Blvd. for dead storage parking. v&hicle owners have
rotated different vehicles in replonse to Ames Poimest warnings.

Owner’s comments that answerdgdgpos€ whether they want a property maintenance code:

It would be better if the beauty of our city came frpnae of ownership rather than the
threat of legal sanctions.

There is a thing as TOO MUCH GOVERNMENT - this could &ddncial burdens to
many homeowners and the cost to the taxpayers for mgpigation and managing this
seems too burdensome and unnecessary.

Not nearly enough information is given.

black eyed susans, and bluebells which | enjoy. My yaxd sfigeen and cool while my
neighbors yards are hot and dried out in late summer!

The timing of this action is a concern. It appears sdme frivolous in light of the
seriousness of the economic downturn in the economypuld rather see time and funds
expended for other endeavors that would result in méefir many.

| think we have laws on the books aready to enforce mdkedhings we need to enforce.
You don't know how good you've got it here. | used to livetiumwa where the
properties pictured were very near the average. You'cerdiaating against the few poor
we have.

If I wanted to live in a suburb with restrictive covetsahwould move into a subdivision. |
believe government should NOT be writing life-style laws.

Aren't there more important things for the city to adsiPes

This is a BAD idea. Who generated this. PLEASE ANSWHR BERNIEGERSTEIN
City should encouraging reuse of items and/or decreasimgghold waste. A lot of good
items are tossed as "garbage" is tossed at the erthekters, and those who are needy
could use these items. A city-sponsored freecycle fdrleisems?



| don't agree with the make-up of the committee formealddress this issue-the main
concern should have been rental properties.

| think safety should be the priority. And encouragenoeritelp to clean..

Any code should focus on prevention of unsafe situatohg

Asdfa

It comes to bean-counting: how much is too much wadteei yard? It'd be better if the
City puts out what more specific items: like grass al®vieom ground etc; so we know
what we're voting for.

As long as it does not present a clear threat (e.g.ofivermin) | could care not care less
whether my neighbors' downspouts leak or their yardjiast mud puddle or whatever
You want to police exhaust vents and downspouts, yetthean't even enforce something
that really matters, like keeping sidewalks passablesimvihter. Ames has bigger fish to
fry than overhangs, chimneys, and decorative featukesmproving ou

| forgot to mention another thing in the survey | judbrsitted, so | am doing another one.
Who is going to establish what is and is not acceptabld@I&iclass whites? Lower
income minorities? Homeowners that live in Northridganpus-town, or Old Town?
Christians? Muslims? Ex-hippies? This is bogus. Whatib#seline? -- Pottery Barn? Tr
The garbage picture at the beginning of this survey is opsvi@ying. | am offended that
the city is asking for opinions with such a picture lagdnto the survey.

save tax money-quit wasting it

there are already codes in place to ensure safetytalnitityg of structures

Probably need fewer laws.

Please do not enact an additional property maintenamiee ¢&his type of code violates
individual property rights.

The city needs to evaluate what the proper role of gowvent should be.

WHO GENERATED THIS IDEA? PLEASE ANSWER ME AT berniegeein@aol.com
Maybe next time it would be nice to have more than thastone line to put any
comments.

WE HAVE TOO MUCH GOVT ALREADY

The system in place is working: there was a run-dowpegaty on our street, and
neighbors worked with the city to get the problem resolegl, don't fix what isn't broken.
This is a silly way to waste tax dollars at a time whas least appropriate. If I'd wanted to
live under a HOA | would have bought a house under one.

| would encourage the city to take a step back and thinktdmw to develop a plan that
avoids penalizing those who lack the resources to cowigilysuch codes.

| would rather that the city come up with strategiesifelping people maintain their
property.

Let property owners make their own decisions.

Sounds like one more way to create city government jodbsp@nd tax money.

is this such a serious problem now that additional lawd e be passed?

It would give me something to call the city on about bothneighbors, but they may see
something they could about my place, and what kind oftavédiye is that? i would rather
get curtains!

By far the places that need it are rental propertiae.cbmmittee that was setup went too
far beyand what they were were charged with doing.



Do older people whose nest eggs have taken a hit waaityhie make them fix a sagging
porch? This is a power play by rich people -- probablgyfusieddling ones too. Shame
on you.

Why increase city costs, are we trying to create jolbg@s, then put police in the schools
to protct our children.

| will campaign hard against this idea

The country is entering hard economic times.

| believe people have different ideas of what a latvould look like. | have a neighbor
who likes the diversity of different plants and l#tem grow. | like the fact he can do that.
| feel we should have this freedom.

If the city has the authority to mandate standards we hades relating to parking (area
between street and side walk) then city should be redjtir maintain them!

Who is going to approve/enforce it? A bigger, more expensieee bottle-necked city
government bureaucracy? It will end up costing us all aflatoney just to make a few
property owners conform.

Who is going to approve/enforce it? A bigger, more expensieee bottle-necked city
government bureaucracy? It will end up costing us all aflatoney just to make a few
property owners conform.

What a time to start this crap--major recession, uneynpént, coming layoffs. It just
augments the beliefs about who the city is listening t

Even if | approved of the concept | would not trust thaivis guy to be fair or reasonable
We didnt move to Ames because of the way the properaintained, and that's not what
is keeping us here.

Ames is allready too expensive to live in and you wanteate a program that will cost
more tax money and will be hard to enforce fairlyr 6od's sake get a grip....

| personally love the wildflower yards

Basis of need on supposed danger to property values hbasarmproven. Current
problems can be addressed with ordinances already onaoks.b

During the past 5-10 years the city has imposed more arel negulations and ordinances
on its citizens. | feel that it is getting too involvedhncitizens' personal rights.

NOT MUCH SPACE HERE TO COMMENT, TOTALLY AGAINST ALIPROPERTY
MAINTENANCE CODES, TOO FEW PEOPLE IN CHARGE,ENFORE WITH TOO
SMALL OF A VIEW, CLOSED MINDS, | DON'T WANT ANYONETO TELL ME

HOW & WHEN TO SPEND MY MONEY,

housing areas, i.e., Somerset, already have housimgaots covering many of the "ex-
P.M. Code" issues. People truly concerned about appear@aceboose to live in one of
these areas.

Am against this proposed code.

The city council should drive around the state of ion@ see how nice our owner occupied
homes are. | doubt that you will find 2 homes on theeshimck that need a replaced roof
or have huge piles of trash.

the plan is overreaching. look out for renters withimté. Have fire codes, protect people.
Don't try to define "pretty," that's arbitrary and cajous

What safety and " nuisanace laws are on the bomks n



This is America, and despite some advantages in a fevwcaaes, these rules are not
needed and would simply limit the freedom of Ameszeits to live their lives the way
they want

My suggestion would be that if someone doesn't like peeling paisomeone else's house,
then they should be willing to pay to upgrade it. Otherwmeare imposing on other
people's freedoms.

Are there not laws or sections of code in place ctigrém cover things like this? | would
find it very hard to believe that there are not.

Compost piles should be allowed, not in an enclosure

| like a neat and tidy property, but if there ownershefproperty its fine. Rental properties
are another matter. If you want codes then move teedrlia gated community or a place
that has Bi-laws already.Do to the Economy,we doetm®des.

Maybe the city should have a POTHOLE and STOPLIGHTtidelgorogram. People
wouldn't know how your house or yard looks if they werattihg at a stoplight every
other block. And you can't take your eyes off of the potholege peeling paint.

Don't let the complainers control the conversation!

continued expenditu might preserve what should be replaced

Maybe instead of property maintenance codes, it should litend#raon an individual case
basis with the city and neighbors and "violator" alloilwed in working out a solution.

It is our property. We should be able to landscape andamaimur own property as we
want unless it becames a health or safety issue.

| would be interested to know how much the city has direspent and the cost of any
proposed program/maintenance code enforcement.

People do not have money to pay for more enforcement

At the very least we should make distinctions betweaial property and owner-occupied
homes.

If the structures are "broadly” safe and sound and ara Inteding gound for rodents are a
fire/safety hazrd, then asthetics should be left ¢d'@#lye of the owner."

Disposal of garbage etc. is a health issue.

Don't do this! I've exceptienced the ramificationshid type of policy in a trailer park.
That was bad enough. If there really is a problem, cula@ncan cover it.

Perhaps we need a provision for absentee landlordeetilates them to designate a local
person to oversee/maintain property if they can't be timselves.

Unnecessary.The majority of Ames residents now puneasi who own their homes take
pride in maintaining their property. Judging by the numbéioofes for sale in Ames, we
think some concentration on retaining and/or attractimgehowners would be a

Would be hard to enforce without hiring full time inspets. City already has to large of
budget and people will not complain about their neighbors.

| think that there's room for the city to alert clgagelinquent homeowners using current
laws. But what if someone thinks that they guys whotpdimy house did a bad job (they
did do a bad job). Money is gone; can't do it again fong time.

Ordinances can be used for personal vendettas

think city should give folks a break on major repairs antg.

| think the city should err on the side of not regulatimgds about which there is doubt
and/or contest.

Why can't we all just accept others choices on theirdsomppearance.



should only apply to rental properties

only in favor if restricted to major safety issues aothimon space like sidewalks and
streets

Most of the properties in Ames that are in dier nee@pdir are the rentals. Have the
landlords and tenants clean up these properties andwmnsaill clean up nicely.

| am very concerned about the changes in codes and fpegnfar owners and investors.
Less power grabbing and more reasonable approaches aaetedrr Too much expense
will drive owners and investors from our affluent-only coomity

Poor maintenance of rental properties affect the vdisaroounding owner occupied
housing. There is a lack of responsibility shown bg@saerable number of rental
property owners. Owner occupied housing usually involves pridenership and thus
keep focus on safety

Perhaps city could set SUGGESTED STANDARDS



